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APPENDIX

UNIVERSE OF PROJECTS

1

One of the primary outcomes of the Regional Transportation Plan is the develop-
ment of a list of major capital expansion projects for implementation over the next 
23 years. For use in selecting these projects, the MPO created a Universe of 
Projects list identifying all possible projects. The list is in two parts, one for highway 
projects and the other for transit projects. Please note that the projects listed in 
this appendix include all projects that were considered for the recommended Plan. 
It is not a list of illustrative projects, as discussed in Chapter 13 on page 13-100.

The Highway Universe of Projects list comprises those projects included in a previ-
ously adopted Regional Transportation Plan, projects previously studied, projects 
now under study or in development, and projects included in comments received 
during the public outreach processes for the 2004–2025 Plan and this JOURNEY 
to 2030 Plan. The Transit Universe of Projects list was derived from the MBTA’s 
Program for Mass Transportation.
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COMMUNITY PROJECT current cost

Recommended Highway Projects Included in the 2004 RTP 

Bedford, Burlington and  
Billerica

Middlesex Turnpike Improvements $14,400,000

Beverly to Peabody Route 128 Capacity Improvements $145,000,000

Boston East Boston Haul Road/Chelsea Truck Route $14,000,000

Boston Route 1A/Boardman Street Grade Separation $10,000,000

Boston Rutherford Avenue $79,300,000

Boston to Newton Double-Stack Initiative $23,400,000

Canton I-93/I-95 Interchange $120,000,000

Canton I-95 Northbound/Dedham Street Ramp and Bridge $3,500,000

Concord Concord Rotary/Route 2 $40,000,000

Concord and Lincoln Route 2/Crosby’s Corner Grade Separation $31,500,000

Danvers and Peabody Route 1/Route 114 Corridor Improvements $46,800,000

Everett, Malden, and Medford Telecom City Boulevard $15,200,000

Everett, Medford, and Revere Route 16 (Revere Beach Parkway) $93,600,000

Framingham Route 126/Route 135 Grade Separation $50,000,000

Framingham Route 9/Route 126 Interchange $17,500,000

Framingham to Worcester Double-Stack Initiative $9,400,000

Lynnfield to Reading Route 128 Capacity Improvements $150,000,000

Malden and Revere Route 1 Improvements $65,000,000

Marlborough and Hudson I-495/I-290/Route 85 Connector Interchange $32,800,000

Natick to Wellesley Double-Stack Initiative $23,400,000

Newton and Needham Needham Street/Highland Avenue $7,700,000

Quincy Quincy Center Concourse, Phase 2 $7,000,000

Reading and Woburn I-93/I-95 Interchange $171,000,000

Revere Mahoney Circle Grade Separation $30,000,000

Revere Route 1/Route 16 Interchange $4,600,000

Revere Route 1A/Route 16 Connection $46,300,000

Salem Boston Street $2,300,000

Salem Bridge Street $3,500,000

Somerville I-93/Mystic Avenue Interchange $58,500,000

Weymouth, Hingham, and  
Rockland

S. Weymouth Naval Air Station Access  
Improvements

$45,000,000

Weymouth Route 18 Capacity Improvements Project $14,000,000

Weymouth to Duxbury Route 3 South Additional Lanes $210,600,000

Universe of Highway Expansion Projects for the 2030 Build Scenario
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COMMUNITY PROJECT current cost

Wilmington I-93/Ballardvale Street Interchange $20,000,000

Wilmington and Reading I-93/Route 129 Interchange Improvement Project $17,500,000

Woburn New Boston Street Bridge $2,400,000

Additional Highway Projects Not Included in the 2004 Regional Transportation Plan 

Boston Fenway Park Improvements $30,400,000

Salem Commercial Street/Tremont Street $700,000

Salem Essex Street Conversion $2,400,000

Marlborough and  
Northborough

Boundary Street/Goddard Street $2,900,000

Wellesley to Woburn I-95/Route 128 Capacity Improvements TBD

Burlington Route 3A $3,500,000

Wilmington, Tewksbury, and 
Andover

Lowell Junction $5,400,000 to $10,700,000

Projects Identified in Comments on the 2000 RTP, 2001 RTP Update, and 2004 RTP 

Arlington and Cambridge Route 2/Route 16 Interchange TBD

Ashland Route 135 Grade Separations TBD

Bedford Wiggins Avenue Extension TBD

Boston Back Bay Massachusetts Turnpike Exit TBD

Braintree I-93/Route 3 Interchange (Braintree Split) $33,300,000

Braintree Route 3/Union Street Safety Improvements TBD

Canton East-West Connector Road $8,400,000

Gloucester Gloucester Rotary TBD

Hopkinton I-495/South Street New Interchange TBD

Hudson Washington Street (Route 85) Widening $5,900,000

Medford Route 16/I-93 Connection TBD

Newton
New Ramp from I-95/Route 128 to Riverside  

MBTA Station
TBD

Sherborn Route 16/27 Improvements TBD

Somerville Depress Interstate 93 TBD

Somerville Route 28 Improvements TBD

Somerville and Dorchester Extend the Interstate 93 HOV Lane into the City TBD

Westborough Route 9/Interstate 495 Interchange TBD

Projects Identified through Planning Efforts

Lynnfield, Peabody and Saugus Route 1 Capacity Improvements TBD

Boston to Revere Route 1A Capacity Improvements TBD
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COMMUNITY PROJECT current cost

Acton to Lexington Route 2 Capacity Improvements TBD

Raynham to Randolph Route 24 Capacity Improvements TBD

Boston to Braintree
Interstate 93 (Southeast Expressway)  

Capacity Improvements
TBD

Somerville to Woburn Interstate 93 Capacity Improvements TBD

Canton to Foxborough I-95 Capacity Improvements TBD

Littleton to Wrentham I-495 Capacity Improvements TBD

Boston Conley Truck Road $20,000,000

Boston Conley Rail Service Study $100,000

Boston Charlestown Haul Road $8,000,000

Boston
Port of Boston Inner Harbor Maintenance  

Dredging Project
$50,500,000

Boston
Boston Harbor Deep Draft Navigation Improve-

ment Project
$75,000,000

Boston Rail Extension to Massport Marine Terminal $5,000,000

Boston T Under D $65,000,000

Boston Inner Harbor Ferry Vessels $2,000,000

Boston South Boston Water Transportation Terminal $3,000,000

Boston to Fitchburg Fitchburg Line Service Expansion $172,000,000

Projects from Journey to 2030 Outreach

Weston Route 30/Interstate 90 Interchange Improvements TBD

Milford Route 16 Bypass Road $5,000,000

Regionwide HOV lanes on I-495, I-95, and Route 128 TBD

Stoughton Route 24 Interchange TBD

Marshfield Route 139 Improvements $7,000,000

Hanover Route 53 Widening TBD

Somerville McGrath Highway Grade Change $2,000,000
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Service
Screened 

by PMT
Project

Blue Line X Blue–Red connector 

Blue Line X Wonderland Blue Line–commuter rail connector 

Blue Line X Extension to Lynn 

Blue Line 
Extend from Bowdoin to Copley/Back Bay and then to Riverside, 

replacing the Green Line D Branch 

Blue Line Build spur direct to airport 

Blue Line Build a spur to Winthrop 

Blue Line X Extend to Salem 

Blue Line X
Extension from Bowdoin to West Medford via Lechmere  

and Somerville 

Orange Line X Extension from Oak Grove to Reading/Route 128 

Orange Line X Extension from Forest Hills to West Roxbury/Needham 

Orange Line Extend to I-95 at both ends 

Orange Line Extend to Saugus 

Orange Line Build spur to Chelsea and Everett 

Orange Line Build a spur to Chelsea 

Orange Line X Construct Assembly Square Station

Red Line 
Extension beyond Ashmont to Mattapan in place of present  

streetcar service 

Red Line Northwest Extension: Alewife--Arlington Heights–Lexington 

Red Line Red Line loop to serve South Boston waterfront 

Red Line X Extension along Route 3 

Red Line X Extend from Alewife to Route 128 via Route 2 

Red Line 
New variation from Central Sq. Cambridge to JFK/UMass  

via Mass. Ave. 

Red Line Extend from Braintree to Randolph 

Red Line X Replace light rail service with busway on Mattapan High Speed Line 

Red Line X Extend to Weymouth via Plymouth/Kingston Line right-of-way 

Green Line Reopen Arborway–Heath St. segment 

Green Line Green Line to Brighton (Watertown Line) 

Green Line Brookline Village Connector (D Line–E Line) 

Green Line X
Green Line to Needham (branch from Riverside Line after  

Newton Highlands) 

Green Line X
Urban Ring: Construct a transit system following a circular 

route around the inner core 

Green Line Extend Riverside Line to Wellesley 

Universe of Transit Expansion Projects for the 2030 Build Scenario
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Screened 
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Green Line 
Connect Riverside Green Line station to  
Framingham/Worcester commuter rail 

Green Line 
Extend Green Line from Lechmere to Harvard Sq. via  

Union Sq. Somerville 

Green Line Extend Green Line from Lechmere to Saugus 

Green Line 
Convert Silver Line between World Trade Center and South Station 

to light rail and connect to Green Line at Boylston

Green Line 
Build a new branch from North Station to Boylston via  

the Waterfront and South Station 

Green Line X
Extend the proposed Medford Hillside extension from Medford 

Hillside to Davis Sq. to connect with Red Line 

Green Line Extension from Lechmere to West Medford via Somerville 

Silver Line X Build South Station–Boylston section of Silver Line 

Silver Line X
Connect Washington St. Silver Line to Boylston–World Trade  

Center Silver Line at Boylston St. 

Silver Line 
New connections to Logan Airport terminals: Provide new  

transit connections to Logan Airport 

Silver Line X
Convert Washington St. Silver Line to trackless trolley or light 

rail and extend to Mattapan via Grove Hall 

Silver Line 
Build new trackless trolley tunnel under Stuart St.  
Convert E Line to trackless trolley and connect to  

Silver Line tunnel via this new tunnel.

Silver Line Operate branch from Forest Hills to Dudley via Washington St. 

Commuter Rail Expand reverse-commute options

Commuter Rail Build new parking facility at interchange of Route 2 and I-495 

Commuter Rail X Fairmount Line improvements/Indigo Line

Commuter Rail X Extend Providence Line to T. F. Green Airport (RI) 

Commuter Rail X
Reconstruct rights-of-way and extend service from Stoughton  

to New Bedford and Fall River via Taunton 

Commuter Rail X
Reconstruct tracks and extend service from Needham Junction  

to Millis 

Commuter Rail X
Extend service from Lowell to Nashua with stop at  

North Chelmsford 

Commuter Rail X Extend service from Middleborough to Wareham

Commuter Rail X Extend service from Middleborough to Buzzards Bay or Hyannis 

Commuter Rail X Extend service from Fitchburg to Gardner 

Commuter Rail X Extend service from Forge Park to Milford 

Commuter Rail X Extend service from Salem to Peabody 

Commuter Rail Institute a new line from Worcester to Providence 
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Commuter Rail Institute a new line from Worcester to Haverhill 

Commuter Rail
Build Central Mass. (Waltham to Berlin via Weston, Wayland, Sud-

bury, and Hudson) commuter rail or busway 

Commuter Rail X Build Alewife commuter rail station 

Commuter Rail X Build Allston/Brighton commuter rail station 

Commuter Rail X
Build commuter rail station at Riverside and intermodal transfer 

facility between commuter rail and Green Line 

Commuter Rail X Build regional commuter rail station on I-495 in MetroWest area 

Commuter Rail X Build regional commuter rail station on I-495 in Littleton area 

Commuter Rail
Purchase hybrid bus-train vehicles that would have both steel 
and rubber wheels to operate on Framingham-Worcester Line

Commuter Rail X
Make improvements to the Foxborough commuter rail station to 

accommodate regular commuting trips, and open stadium parking 
facilities to park-and-ride customers

Commuter Rail Connect the Fairmount Line to the Red Line at Mattapan 

Commuter Rail X
North-south rail link: Construct a commuter rail tunnel connect-

ing the North Side and South Side networks with stops at North 
Station, South Station, and possibly an intermediate location

Commuter Rail X
Build a rail line from Framingham to Leominster via Northborough 

and Southborough 

Commuter Rail
Operate service from Worcester to North Station via Cambridge 

over the Grand Junction line, with stops at BU, MIT, and East  
Cambridge

Commuter Rail Commuter rail “Inner Ring”: Melrose to Winchester 

Commuter Rail Extend Newburyport trains to Kittery, Maine

Commuter Rail X Extend commuter rail from Haverhill to Plaistow, NH 

Commuter Rail Commuter rail from Framingham to Sudbury Center 

Commuter Rail Extend commuter rail from Worcester to Springfield 

Commuter Rail Restore Saugus Branch from Malden to Lynn via Saugus 

Commuter Rail
Operate service from Boston to Route 1 in Peabody  

(branch off of Haverhill Line at Wakefield) 

Commuter Rail X Operate to Danvers (branch from Salem) 

Commuter Rail X Add South Salem stop 

Commuter Rail X Add a new station at Millbury on Framingham/Worcester Line

Commuter Rail Add a station at Route 128 on the Needham Line 

Commuter Rail

On the Worcester commuter rail line operate rapid-transit-style 
service with Diesel Multiple Unit cars (DMUs) from Route 128 to 

South Station with new stops at Newton Corner, Faneuil, Brighton 
Center, Allston, BU Central, and Kenmore

Commuter Rail Build new spur from South Weymouth Station into old Air Base 

Commuter Rail Restore Randolph Branch 
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Commuter Rail Build a station in West Acton on Fitchburg Line 

Commuter Rail Extend proposed Greenbush line from Scituate to Marshfield 

Commuter Rail X Add a station on Fitchburg Line at Union Sq. Somerville 

Commuter Rail X Build Greenbush branch of Old Colony rail service 

Commuter Rail
New station on Fitchburg Line near Twin City Plaza  

on Cambridge/Somerville Line 

Commuter Rail
Add a station at Route 128/Mass. Pike on the  

Framingham/Worcester line 

Commuter Rail
Build a new commuter rail station on the Haverhill/Reading Line 
that would serve both Sullivan Station and the potential new  

Assembly Square Station

Commuter Rail Build a commuter rail branch to Logan Airport 

Commuter Rail
Extend commuter rail service from Cordage Park to  

Plymouth Center 

Commuter Rail Extend proposed Millis Line to Medway

Commuter Rail Institute a new commuter rail line from Lowell to New Bedford

Commuter Rail
Institute a new commuter rail line from South Acton  

to Marlborough

Commuter Rail
Operate EMU commuter rail trains from Hynes Convention  

Center to new convention center

Bus 
Better downtown bus distribution: Expand the coverage of  

downtown stops for bus routes serving downtown 

Bus 
Build Central Mass. (Waltham to Berlin via Weston, Wayland,  

Sudbury, and Hudson) commuter rail or busway 

Bus X
Implement a network of local feeder bus services to MetroWest 

commuter rail stations 

Bus X
Implement a network of local feeder bus services from South 

Shore communities to Old Colony commuter rail stations

Bus X Improve feeder bus service to Fitchburg commuter rail station 

Bus X
Urban Ring: Construct a transit system following a circular 

route around the inner core. Phase I includes new conventional 
bus routes, and Phase II includes new bus rapid transit segments.

Bus X Operate circumferential Route 128 bus service 

Bus Run feeder bus to Southborough commuter rail station 

Bus Run feeder bus to South Acton commuter rail station 

Bus 
New bus service from Framingham Exit 12 park-and-ride lot to  

T. F. Green Airport and Manchester Airport 

Bus Operate feeder buses to Mansfield commuter rail station 

Bus Build busway from Ruggles to Dudley 

Bus 
Run from Rhode Island to Fall River to connect with the  

proposed commuter rail line 
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Bus 
Run a jitney van loop from Forest Hills to Longwood Medical Area 

to Coolidge Corner 

Bus X Extend Trackless Trolley #71 from Watertown to Newton Corner 

Bus Build a bus rapid transit line along the Saugus Branch 

Bus 
Run more express buses to Boston from Scituate, Cohassett, Nor-

well, Marshfield, and Hingham 

Bus X Add 100 additional buses regionwide 

Bus Create HOV lanes on Route 128 for circumferential bus service 

Bus X
New busways to Alewife Station along heavily congested portions 

of Alewife Brook Parkway and Route 2 

Bus Build a surface busway along the Central Artery right of way 

Bus Intersuburban bus service 

Boat X Build a ferry wharf at Russia Wharf (near South Station) 

Boat Additional commuter boats through Cape Cod Canal 

Boat X
High-speed ferry service from North Shore (Lynn/Salem)  

to Boston and the airport 

Boat X Restore East Boston ferry 

Boat X
Improve ferry service from South Shore communities  

(Quincy, Hingham, Hull, Cohasset, and Scituate) to Boston.  
Improve ferry infrastructure as part of expansion.

Boat New ferry service, Assembly Sq. Mall–World Trade Center 

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

New “intercept stations” along highways: Build new stations with 
parking at locations where transit lines cross major highways

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

Build regional intermodal transportation centers 

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

Light rail from Route 495 to Burlington 

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

Rapid transit to Chelsea (no line specified) 

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

Connect Telecom City to Urban Ring 

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

Build light rail feeder lines to Framingham from  
Walpole, Milford, and Marlborough 

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

Add an outer Urban Ring from Harvard Sq. to Dudley via  
Allston and Brookline (Route 66 routing) 

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

Add an outer Urban Ring along Route 128

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

Build light rail line from South Acton sTation to Maynard Center

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

Build light rail line in South Boston to replace #9 bus 
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Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

X
Extend Silver Line from Dudley Station to Mattapan  

and Ashmont Stations 

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

X

Extend Silver Line from Boylston Station to Kenmore Station 
via new subway under Stuart Street and operate two western 
branches: one to the Longwood Medical Area and one to Oak 

Square, Brighton, via Allston Landing

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

X
Extend Silver Line from Convention Center to City Point via  

Summer Street and East Broadway 

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

X Rapid transit to Chelsea (no line specified) 

Systemwide and  
Miscellaneous 

X Need for more Rideshare and park-and-ride facilities

Monorails and Bullet Trains North Station–South Station monorail 

Monorails and Bullet Trains 
Build a monorail system on a circumferential route along  

the I-495 right-of-way 

Monorails and Bullet Trains Build monorail along Saugus Branch railroad 

Monorails and Bullet Trains 
Build monorail in Needham parallel to Route 128  

along with MBTA parking garage

NonMotorized Modes Build bikeways next to commuter rail lines 

NonMotorized Modes Build bikeway from Alewife to Waltham Center 

NonMotorized Modes Extend bikepath from Somerville to Lechmere 


