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Memorandum for the Record
Transportation Planning and Programming Committee of the
Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)

May 29, 2008 Meeting

10:00 AM -1:00 PM, State Transportation Building, MPO Conference Room, Suite
2150, 10 Park Plaza, Boston

David Mohler, Chair, representing Bernard Cohen, Executive Office of Transportation &
Public Works (EOTPW)

Meeting Agenda

1. Agency TIP Input Day

The MPO held its annual Agency TIP Input Day to invite state transportation agencies to
report on priority transportation projects that they would like considered for
programming in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Representatives from
the MBTA, MassHighway Districts 3, 4, and 5, MassHighway Project Management, and
Massport presented their projects before the Transportation Planning and Programming
Committee and answered members’ questions. The agency representatives provided
information on project scope, design stage and readiness, right-of-way and right-of-entry
acquisition, permitting, and estimated project costs. They also reported on the relative
priority of the projects they recommended.

MBTA - Joe Cosgrove, Charles O’Reilly, Charles Passanisi, and Lenore McKenna
The Capital Investment Program (CIP), the MBTA’s four-year plan for implementing
transit projects, was distributed to members prior to this meeting. The MBTA plans to
spend 90% of its capital budget for system preservation. Federal funding accounts for
approximately half of the CIP budget. The state is the primary source of funding for
expansion.

MBTA representatives provided updates on projects to acquire new transit vehicles
including an additional 94 Blue Line cars, replacement Orange Line vehicles, 75
commuter rail coaches, and 28 new locomotives (many for delivery beyond the scope of
this TIP). They also provided updates on programs to upgrade vehicles, such as the
commuter rail coach rehabilitation program in which 270 coaches are to be upgraded, the
top-deck overhauls for locomotives, and the locomotive switchers which will be in
service by the end of the year.

Additionally, they discussed the status of particular projects that are underway or in the
design phase (including the Blue Line Modernization, Ashmont Station improvements,
the Arborway maintenance facility, the Fitchburg Transportation Improvement Program,
and the Silver Line Phase 3 project), accessibility improvements (such as Park Street
improvements and the redundant elevator program), and intelligent transportation system
improvements (to include LCD displays for bus arrivals). The MBTA is a leader
nationally in providing escalators and elevators within the transit system.
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Several members made suggestions regarding improving access to particular stations
(including Park Street), increasing capacity on particular commuter rail lines, and
considering the electrification of the system. Other questions delved into the progress of
specific projects. Regarding the Green Line Extension project, Thomas Bent, City of
Somerville, explained that, while the city does not object to the new Green Line
maintenance facility being located in Somerville, it is not in favor of the particular site
currently being considered; the city would prefer to preserve that land as taxable land as
it is a promising site for redevelopment. The city would prefer that the Green Line
maintenance facility be located closer to the commuter rail facility.

MassHighway Districts — Constance Raphael and Frank Suszynski, District 4; Arthur
Frost and Sarah Bradbury, District 3, and Chris Calnan, TetraTech Rizzo; Pamela
Haznar and Timothy Kochan, District 5

The MassHighway District representatives distributed their lists of priority projects. (See
attached lists.)

The District 4 projects are listed in priority within each category shown on its list. After
the Route 128 Add-A-Lane projects and across all the categories, the District’s top three
priorities are: the Route 128 Modernization projects in Danvers-Peabody (Reconstruction
of Two Interchanges on Route 128, with Route 62 and Route 128 with Route 35);
Concord-Lincoln-Limited Access Highway Improvements at Route 2 and 2A, Between
Crosby’s Corner and Bedford Road (Crosby’s Corner); and Saugus — Interchange
Reconstruction at Walnut Street & Route 1. It was noted that the MassHighway
Commissioner is committed to the Concord and Lincoln — Crosby’s Corner project.

District 3 representatives gave a presentation on District 3’s top priority, the Bellingham
— Route 126 at 1-495 project. (See attached depiction.) The MassHighway Commissioner
considers the Bellingham project a priority. It is not the top priority of the Town of
Bellingham, however. The project area is a top crash location and the project has been
designed to improve safety. The developer will donate the right-of-way.

Other priority projects in District 3 are the Framingham-Natick — Route 9 Resurfacing
project, the Franklin — King Street at 1-495 Ramps project (which would be ready for
FFY 2008 if funding was available), and the Hudson — Route 85 from the Marlborough
Town Line to Route 62 project. One member supported the need for the Framingham-
Natick project, but added that it should also address the drainage problems along the
roadway. It was also noted that MAPC is working with the towns of Marlborough and
Hudson to look at land use and access along 1-495.

District 5 representatives also circulated a list of the District’s priorities for consideration
for programming. It includes two corridor projects (Marshfield — Corridor Improvements
at Route 139 and Plain Street and Walpole — Reconstruction on Route 1A), three
intersection improvement projects (Duxbury — Intersection Improvements at Kingstown
Way and Winter Street, Hingham — Reconstruction/Signalization of Route 228 from
Route 3 to Route 228, and Hanover — Bridge Replacement at Route 53 over Route 3), and
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one interchange project (Wrentham — Route 1-495 Ramps at Route 1A). The District 5
representatives stated that they would forward a list ranking the District’s priorities.

MassHighway Project Management — David Anderson

David Anderson, MassHighway, distributed a FFY 2009 bridge list. He also provided
information on bridges that were presented to the MPO on the 2008 Municipal TIP Input
Day and suggested appropriate years in which to program them on the TIP. (See attached
for both bridge lists.) Members discussed issues concerning the need to educate
municipalities on bridge maintenance, the problem of insufficient funding for bridges,
and legislative actions being taking to increase funding.

The new bond authorization included $3 billion over eight years for bridges, including
Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) bridges such as the Longfellow
Bridge. The program will focus largely on preservation and address between 350 and 400
MassHighway and DCR bridges. David Mohler, EOTPW, explained that this Accelerated
Bridge Program is in addition to the Bridge Program; these bridges may be funded with
GANS or special obligation bonds in the bond bill. They would be handled separately
from the current program and MassHighway will submit bridge lists to the MPO for the
TIP as usual. In answer to questions, he noted that funds for other bridge programs, such
as double stack bridges, were included in the bill.

MassHighway will brief the Committee on the Route 128 Add-a-Lane project in the near
future.

Massport — Lowell Richards and Lourengo Dantas
Massport representatives distributed a list of priority projects and discussed them. (See
attached.)

Details were provided on the T Under D project, which would depress the Silver Line
under D Street in South Boston. The project would improve the functionality of the Silver
Line, reduce congestion on local roadways, and avoid future possible impacts to the I-
90/1-93 ramps. This project is important to Massport and the regional transportation
network. It is estimated to cost $75 million.

Massport, the Boston Redevelopment Authority, and developers are working together to
advance development in the area while planning and preparing for future T Under D
construction. Massport has begun engineering (costing approximately $500,000 for
design and utility work) and developers in the area have been required to accommodate
the underground envelope of the future Silver Line tunnel. Some adjacent construction
has involved construction of necessary walls, avoiding about $5-8 million in future
project costs. Massport also requests, through the Massachusetts Environmental Policy
Act processes, that developers contribute funds, but these requests would carry more
weight in the process if T Under D were programmed in the TIP. Lowell Richards,
Massport, affirmed that Massport could accept and hold funds from developers in a
reserve account for future use for the project.
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Massport would also like the MPO to program the East Boston Haul Road project. The
project would relieve a substantial amount of surface street traffic. The right-of-way
should also be reserved for use by the Urban Ring project. During a discussion about the
project, members raised issues regarding the ownership of the road, restrictions on the
types of vehicles allowed on the road, the need to keep truck traffic from being diverted
to city streets, and the need to protect the rail mode in that location.

Other Massport priorities include the Conley Truck Road (South Boston), Rail Extension
to Massport Marine Terminal, South Boston Water Transportation Terminal, and Inner
Harbor Ferry Vessels (involving the development of hull designs for alternate fuel, ADA-
compliant inner harbor and commuter vessels).

Massport also expressed support for the Silver Line Phase 3 project.
2. Members’ Items
Barbara Lucas, Metropolitan Area Planning Council, announced that the City of Newton

and the Town of Hopkinton were re-elected to the MPO.

Steve Woelfel, MassHighway, announced that the Unified Planning Work Program
(UPWP) Subcommittee is rescheduled for June 5.

3. Adjourn
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Transportation Planning and Programming Committee Meeting Attendance
Thursday, May 29, 2008, 10:00 AM

Member Agencies Representatives and Alternates MPO Staff/CTPS

EOTPW David Mohler Maureen Kelly

City of Boston Jim Gillooly Hayes Morrison

Thomas Kadzis Karl Quackenbush

City of Newton David Koses Arnie Soolman

City of Salem Lynn Duncan Pam Wolfe

City of Somerville Thomas Bent

MAPC Barbara Lucas Other Attendees

MassHighway Steve Woelfel David Anderson MassHighway

Massport Lourencgo Dantas Sarah Bradbury MassHighway District 3

MBTA Joe Cosgrove Chris Calnan TetraTech Rizzo

Advisory Council Steve Olanoff Larry Cash MassHighway

Town of Framingham Ginger Esty Tony Centore (Consultant)

Town of Hopkinton Mary Pratt Frank DeMasi Regional Transportation Advisory

Council

Arthur Frost MassHighway District 3
Pamela Haznar MassHighway District 5

Timothy Kochan MassHighway District 5
Lenore McKenna MBTA

Charles O’Reilly MBTA

Charles Passanisi MBTA

Constance Raphael  MassHighway District 4
Lowell Richards Massport

Frank Suszynski MassHighway District 4
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NO. DESCRIPTION DIST COST
211603718 |LAWRENCE- BRIDGE REHABILITATION, L-04-014, EAST HAVERHILL STREET OVER THE SPICKET RIVER 4 $4,640,000.00
22| 26710 [LYNN- SAUGUS- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT (TEMP), L-18-016=8-05-008, ROUTE 107 OVER THE SAUGUS RIVER (FOX 4 $1,000,000.00

HILL BRIDGE)
23| 603506 |MARLBOROUGH- BRIDGE REPLACEMENTS, M-06-003, ROBIN HILL STREET OVER ASSABET RIVER & M-06-004, 3 $4,257,930.00
BOUNDARY STREET OVER ASSABET RIVER
24 | 603135 [MONTAGUE- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, M-28-028, PROSPECT STREET OVER SPRING STREET 2 $2,406,347.00
25| 604030 [PALMER- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, P-01-018, STATE STREET OVER THE WARE RIVER 2 $2,149,760.00
26 [ 602600 | SPRINGFIELD- BRIDGE REPLACEMENTS, S-24-090 & S-24-091, ROOSEVELT AVENUE OVER CONRAIL SPUR & MAIN 2 $11,510,000.00
(DOUBLESTACK]) LINE
27| 603576 | TAUNTON- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, T-01-021, BAY STREET OVER THE MILL RIVER 5 $1,100,000.00
28 | 603645 |TOWNSEND- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, T-07-008, WHEELER ROAD OVER WILLARD BROOK 3 $1,759,340.89
291 600776 |WELLESLEY- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, W-13-007, ROCKLAND STREET OVER CONRAIL 4 $1,704,794.50
30 | 603700 |WESTMINSTER- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, W-28-007, ROUTE 12 (ASHBURNHAM STREET) OVER PHILLIPS BROOK 3 $1,720,000.00
311603321 |WESTMINSTER- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, W-28-021, ROUTE 2 (EB & WB) OVER WEST MAIN STREET 3 $8,500,000.00
321 604243 |WHATELY- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, W-33-009, HAYDENVILLE ROAD OVER WEST BROOK 2 $1,567,870.00

604517

601585

601806

'BOSTON - CHELSEA STREET BRIDGE
‘GILL- MONTAGUE- TURNERS FALLS ROAD BRIDGE
'NORTH ADAMS- HADLEY OVERPASS

AC PREVIOUSLY ADVERTISED BRIDGES

~ $11,000,000
$5,000,000

$6,000,000
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Agency TIP Input Day, May 29, 2008
Massachusetts Port Authority

Project Highlights:

Project:

MPO Document:
Status:

Outlook:

Project:

MPO Document:
Status:

Outlook:

Project:

MPO Document:
Status:

Outlook:

Project:

MPO Document:
Status:

Outlook:

Project:

MPO Document:
Status:

Outlook:

Project:

MPO Document:
Status:

Outlook:

T Under D (Silver Line Tunnel Under D Street, S. Boston)

RTP's lllustrative/Universe of Projects [currently not a RTP recommended project]
In planning

3-7 years out

East Boston Haul Road (a.k.a. Chelsea Truck Route)
Regional Transportation Plan recommended

In planning

Will support programming in outer TIP year

Conley Truck Road (S. Boston)

RTP's lllustrative/Universe of Projects [currently not a RTP recommended project]
In planning

2-10 years out

Rail Extension to Massport Marine Terminal (S. Boston)

RTP's lilustrative/Universe of Projects [currently not a RTP recommended project]
In final design.

Construction could commence in the next 1-3 years

South Boston Water Transportation Terminal

RTP's lllustrative/Universe of Projects [currently not a RTP recommended project]
Concluding conceptual design. Will be seeking EOT grants for construction.

To be built within the next three years.

Inner Harbor Ferry Vessels

RTP's lllustrative/Universe of Projects [currently not a RTP recommended project]
Conceptual. Multi-agency project.

Longer-term, but could become a priority as energy becomes a priority issue.

Other Projects of Interest:

Project:
MPO Document:

Project:
MPO Document:

Route 1A/Boardman Street Grade Separation
Regional Transportation Plan recommended

Silver Line Phase llI
Regional Transportation Plan recommended
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