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Memorandum for the Record
Transportation Planning and Programming Committee of the
Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)

June 12, 2008 Meeting

10:00 AM -1:00 PM, State Transportation Building, Conference Room 4, 10 Park Plaza,
Boston

David Mohler, Chair, representing Bernard Cohen, Executive Office of Transportation &
Public Works (EOTPW)

Decisions
The Transportation Planning and Programming Committee voted to take the following
action:

e table the minutes of the meeting of May 22

Meeting Agenda

1. Public Comments

On behalf of the stakeholders in the Milford — Upper Charles Trail, Phase 2 project, Reno
DelLuzio, Town of Milford, expressed disappointment at the recommendation to remove
the project from the draft FFY's 2009 — 2012 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).
He requested that the MPO keep the project in the FFY 2009 element. He reported that
progress is being made on resolving issues surrounding the termination of a lease
agreement with National Grid; there was a meeting on June 4 that involved National Grid
and MassHighway Right of Way Bureau representatives. He referenced a letter from
National Grid to the Executive Office of Transportation, which affirms that the issue will
be resolved in the next couple of weeks. He noted that the project is currently at the 75%
design stage and will be at the 100% design stage in July. It could go out to bid in
November and be constructed in the spring or summer of 2009. He stated that the project
is close to being completed and that it does not make sense to stop the project now. (See
attached letters of support.) In response to a question from Jim Gallagher, Metropolitan
Area Planning Council (MAPC), he stated that the National Grid owned segment could
be split off from the project if the lease issue is not resolved in time.

Representative John Fernandes also spoke in support of the Milford project. He has been
involved with the right-of-way negotiations involving National Grid, EOTPW,
MassHighway, and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Following the June 4
meeting, he is confident that there is a basis for an agreement to be made within several
weeks. He urged the MPO to keep the project on the TIP. Mary Pratt, Town of
Hopkinton, asked if Thomas Gray, MassHighway Right of Way Bureau, could attend an
MPO meeting to update members on this issue. D. Mohler stated that this could be
looked into.

Jim Shuris, Town of Concord, provided an update on the Concord — Route 62 project and
asked that members keep the project on the FFY 2008 element of the amendment of the
FFYs 2008 — 2011 TIP. He stated that the project will be ready by June 26.
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MassHighway has issued a right-of-way certificate for 82 temporary easements. Verizon
is making progress on putting utilities underground. The town is holding a Natural
Resources Commission meeting next Wednesday and it is expected that the Notice of
Intent and Order of Conditions will be prepared on that day. The 100% designs will be
submitted to MassHighway as early as next week. The project could be advertised in
August.

Rob May, Director of Economic Development for the City of Somerville, offered to
address questions about any of the Somerville projects being proposed for the FFY's 2009
—2012 TIP. He reminded members that Mayor Curtatone attended Municipal TIP Input
Day and discussed the Magoun Square Roadway Reconstruction and Safety
Improvements project and the Broadway in East Somerville Enhancement project. The
Magoun intersection, which was on the TIP in the past but withdrawn, has been re-
engineered. It is Somerville’s highest accident location and a safety concern. The project
is close to 75% design. R. May requested that the MPO program the Magoun Square
project in the FFY 2009 element of the TIP and the Broadway project in FFY 2009 or
2010.

Wig Zamore, Somerville resident, addressed the Somerville — Orange Line Station at
Assembly Square project. He noted that the project’s draft environmental impact report
was noticed in the Environmental Monitor and that there is a two-month public comment
period. The new development is now projected to generate 50,000 vehicle trips per day,
half of what was originally projected. He stated that it is important to link the new
Orange Line station to the pedestrian network in Somerville, and to have a second station
entrance on the southside of the station where the IKEA store will be located. IKEA is
expected to draw 20,000 vehicle trips per day. The second entrance would make it more
attractive for people to use transit to get to the store, and reducing vehicle trips to the
location would be the most effective way to improve air quality, he said. Paul Regan,
MBTA Advisory Board, suggested that the developer contribute to the cost of building a
southside entrance since the retailer will benefit from the transit stop. He also noted that
currently there is no housing at Assembly Square, so a second entrance would not benefit
any residents. W. Zamore noted that developer has agreed to contribute $15 million to the
development and that the new development will include housing and office space.

John Woodsmall, Town of Southborough, requested that the Southborough — Route
30/Main Street project be programmed on the FFYs 2009 — 2012 TIP. He stated that the
project will be ready by FFY 2011 or FFY 2012. The 25% design plans will be submitted
to MassHighway by the end of this month. These designs incorporate recommendations
from the MPQO’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements in Town Centers study. Over ten
public meetings have been held to invite input on the project. He noted that the roadway
is an important commuter bypass route off Route 9 and that it is in poor condition with an
above average accident rate and poor bicycle and pedestrian accommodation. The project
will address these problems.

Jeff Rosenblum, City of Cambridge, voiced concern over the City’s perception that no
Enhancement projects are programmed in the TIP. He suggested that the MPO share its
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project evaluations and TIP criteria with municipalities, which would help municipalities
see how their projects compare to others and help in decisions about which projects
should be moved out of the TIP. He stated that some municipalities have revised their
projects based on MassHighway’s new design guidelines and he questioned whether the
MPO members consider this factor in their review of projects. Regarding Enhancement
projects, he stated that for some projects proponents find themselves in a “catch-22”
where the project is forced through the Enhancements process but then cannot get
programmed on the TIP.

In response to J. Rosenblum’s comments, Lynn Duncan, City of Salem, stated that the
MPO does not expect municipalities to bear the burden of recommending which projects
to remove from the TIP. She also noted that the evaluations should be public record. Pam
Wolfe, MPO staff, added that the evaluation criteria is listed on the MPQO’s website. This
year’s evaluation scores were distributed to members in April and may be released to the
public. M. Pratt pointed to several Enhancement projects that the MPO has programmed
in this draft of the FFY's 2009—2012 TIP. D. Mohler added that the MPO chose to fund
those Enhancement projects with Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement
(CMAQ) Program funds.

Tim Greene, Office of State Senator Richard Moore, voiced the Senator’s strong support
for the Milford — Upper Charles Trail, Phase 2 project. He noted that the National Grid
lease issue is almost resolved and should be concluded when Thomas Gray,
MassHighway Right-of-Way Bureau, produces draft language for the lease termination.

Other public comments were presented during agenda item #8.

2. Chair’s Report — David Mohler, EOTPW
A Massachusetts Association of Regional Planning Agencies (MARPA) meeting is
scheduled for June 13 at MAPC’s offices. The regional targets will be discussed.

3. Subcommittee Chairs’ Reports — Steve Woelfel, MassHighway

S. Woelfel announced that the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) Subcommittee
meeting scheduled for today has been canceled in order to give members time to review
new information received on subregional and municipal priorities. The Subcommittee is
scheduled to vote on a recommendation for the draft FFY 2009 UPWP on June 26.

4. Regional Transportation Advisory Council — Kristina Johnson, Regional
Transportation Advisory Council

The Advisory Council met on June 11 and formed a position on the draft FFY 2008 TIP
amendment (of the FFYs 2007 — 2010 TIP). Subcommittees on the TIP and Regional
Transportation Plan have been activated and are working on developing positions on
those documents.
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5. Action Item

Meeting Minutes — Pam Wolfe, MPO Staff
A motion to table the minutes of the meeting of May 22 was made by J. Gallagher, and
seconded by M. Pratt. The motion passed unanimously.

6. Work Program for the Assembly Square Station Feasibility Study — Karl
Quackenbush, Deputy Director of Central Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS)
Members received a draft work program for the Assembly Square Station Feasibility
Study, a five-month, $42,000 work program. (See attached.) Under this work program,
CTPS will conduct travel forecasting for a potential Orange Line station.

In 2003, CTPS worked with the City of Somerville on Assembly Square forecasting work
associated with alternative land use plans and alternative transit services, such as changes
to the bus network and a possible shuttle service between Assembly Square and
Wellington Station.

Now the situation has evolved, and the MBTA is seeking federal New Starts money for
the Assembly Square project. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) considers this
project to be in the “exempt” category. Proponents of exempt projects do not have to
provide the same amount of information as do proponents of non-exempt projects.

The modeling work will be based upon the new demographic assumptions adopted by
the MPO and the transportation network included in the current Regional Transportation
Plan. CTPS will model ridership for the years 2016 and 2030, including No Build and
Build runs and a 2030 run that does not include the Urban Ring project.

Members asked questions:

How long will the model runs take? (D. Mohler)

A run may take as long two weeks, counting set up, the computer run, extracting the
outputs, and summarizing the data. Multiple runs may occur simultaneously. (K.
Quackenbush)

Is the budget too small for eight model runs? (D. Mohler)

Since the project is in the New Starts “exempt” category, FTA requires less information
than it does for other New Starts applicants. In this instance, the model runs are
straightforward to set up. This is a more modest effort than other modeling work CTPS
has done. (K. Quackenbush)

How many Build runs would there be? (D. Mohler)

There will be eight runs, in total: one base year run; three 2016 runs (a No Build and two
Builds); three 2030 runs (a No Build and two Builds); and a 2030 Build run without the
Urban Ring project. (K. Quackenbush)
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What is the purpose of excluding the Urban Ring in the last run? (D. Mohler)
Assembly Square is a proposed station on the Urban Ring. That run will provide
information to decision-makers about the synergy between the proposed Orange Line
station and the Urban Ring project. (K. Quackenbush)

How are you dealing with the issue of one verses two station entrances? (J. Gallagher)
That issue may not be a distinguishing feature between the alternatives from a modeling
perspective. However, in the modeling, attention will be paid to precisely coding walking
access and nearby transportation analysis zones, and in that process, it will be determined
whether or not to code the separate station entrances. (K. Quackenbush)

In 2003, it was clear that private developers would provide the majority of funding for
the Assembly Square project since they would benefit from a new Orange Line station.
Now the cost is shifting back to the MBTA and the state. What changed? (P. Regan)

J. Cosgrove stated that the MBTA is overseeing this $40 million project and it is the
proponent as the project goes through the New Starts process. The MBTA will be
applying for $25 million in federal funds and private developers will be contributing $15
million. P. Regan noted that presently — and while the MBTA applies for federal funding
—no one is living in the Assembly Square area and this fact may impact the project’s
competitiveness. He stressed that the MBTA does not have the funds to pay for the
project if federal funding does not become available. J. Cosgrove stated that the MBTA is
not “on the hook” to pay for the project. D. Mohler added that if the project cost goes
above $40 million the state will have to determine where the extra money would come
from.

Are all the model runs going to assume the same number of housing units? (David Koses,
City of Newton)

K. Quackenbush answered yes and stated that CTPS plans to use the demographic
projections adopted by the MPO for all runs. D. Koses suggested that MAPC review the
projects for that TAZ to ensure that the best numbers are being used.

Did the project’s draft environmental impact report (DEIR) include the anticipated
residential development? (M. Pratt)

Yes, the DEIR includes the entire development. The demographic projections adopted by
the MPO will be modeled. (D. Mohler)

Will the station be equipped with elevators? (M. Pratt)
The station will have two elevators. Redundant elevators are installed at all MBTA
stations. (J. Cosgrove)

Which project would be finished first, the Urban Ring or the Assembly Square Orange
Line station? (M. Pratt)
If the Assembly Square project gets funded, it would be completed first. (D. Mohler)

When would the station open? (M. Pratt)
It would likely open in 2014 or 2015. (J. Cosgrove)
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Ginger Esty, Town of Framingham, stated that for future developments, the state should
require mitigation from developers. D. Mohler stated that mitigation is determined
through the EIR process. He noted that the state supports the Assembly Square Orange
Line Station project as it is a Smart Growth project in a currently blighted area. He also
noted that the state does not want to negatively impact this project by requiring the
developers to contribute more than they are able.

Is MassHighway a permitting entity in the MEPA process? Is there any non-transit
mitigation? Is the $15 million to be contributed by developers only for the station? (K.
Johnson)

Yes, MassHighway is a permitting agency, there is non-transit mitigation, and the $15
million is only for the station. (D. Mohler)

Thomas Bent, City of Somerville, stated that the Assembly Square redevelopment is
moving forward and the main developer will be removing an existing strip mall there in
August. The developer expects to break ground on the project next spring. IKEA has
gone through the City’s permitting process. The developers have contributed other
mitigation money to the City. He also noted that care should be taken not to “tip the
scales” on this project. R. May added that the City has issued permits to IKEA and is
working with developer Federal Realty Trust on a revised master plan. There is
significant non-transit mitigation; Federal Realty Trust is donating property for green
space along Mystic River and contributing to other improvements.

Is this project a priority for the MBTA? (Shirin Karanfiloglu, Massachusetts Turnpike
Authority)

The MBTA sees this project as a need, however the MBTA has other important state-of-
good repair projects that are priorities. (J. Cosgrove)

Will current higher gas prices be included in the modeling? (J. Gallagher)

There is no immediate plan to change the price of gas in the model. When enough time
has passed that a set of contemporary traffic and transit counts have been amassed, then
the model set could be recalibrated with contemporary gas prices, assuming they remain
high.

7. JOURNEY T0 2030 — Anne McGahan, MPO Staff

A. McGahan provided an update on the work on the Regional Transportation Plan. Staff
IS expecting to receive highway targets following tomorrow’s MARPA meeting. The
FFYs 2009 — 2012 TIP will determine the first four years of the plan. Per federal
guidance, the financial tables for transit projects must be annualized. For air quality
purposes, the projects will be segmented by decade (2008-2010, 2010-2020, 2020-2030).
Staff has not received word on whether the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
has issued a decision on the State Implementation Plan (SIP) projects; following EPA’s
decision, the MPO will have 60 days to amend the plan.
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8. Development of the FFYs 2009 — 2012 TIP — Hayes Morrison, MPO Staff

Staff provided members with materials for the discussion of the FFYs 2009 — 2012 TIP
development. (See attached memorandum, TIP tables with staff recommendation, project
index, list of projects presented at Municipal TIP Input and Agency Days, and public
comments.) Updated project information forms for projects with changed information
were also distributed.

Members invited public comments:

Franklin — King Street Ramps Project

Robert Cantoreggi, Town of Franklin, requested an update on the FFY 2008 TIP
amendment and noted that the Franklin — King Street Ramps project is ready. D. Mohler
stated that members will vote on the FFY 2008 TIP amendment on June 26. If the total
money needed to fund this project ($4.75 million) becomes available in that element, it is
the sense of the Committee that the Franklin project will be programmed. If money is not
available in FFY 2008, it is the sense of the Committee that the Franklin project will be
considered for programming in FFY 2009.

Bedford, Billerica, and Burlington — Middlesex Turnpike, Phase 3 Project
The following individuals attended to support the Bedford, Billerica, and Burlington —
Middlesex Turnpike, Phase 3 project:
e Angelo Colao, Town of Bedford
Al Fay, Town of Burlington
William Greene, State Representative
Rob Mercier, Town of Burlington
Charles Murphy, State Representative
Ellen Rawlings, Office of Representative William Greene
Sonia Rollins, Town of Burlington
John Sanchez, Town of Burlington
Richard Warrington, Town of Bedford

Rob Mercier, Administrator for the Town of Burlington, expressed concern with the
proposed delay of the Mitre Extension portion of the Middlesex Turnpike project. The
Mitre Extension would provide a bypass across the Mitre Corporation’s property. He
noted that the towns of Bedford, Billerica, and Burlington have been working in
partnership to advance the Middlesex Turnpike project for 25 years. The towns have
spent approximately $8 million in local funds so far, including approximately $4 million
on engineering and approximately $4 million that Bedford and Billerica authorized for
land takings. He noted that the first phase of the project is complete and asked for the
MPO’s support in funding the next phase.

Representative Charles Murphy, spoke of the importance of the Middlesex Turnpike
project for the economy of the region. He noted that 12 years ago the state attracted Sun
Microsystems to locate in Burlington with the promise of infrastructure improvements
including the Mitre Extension. The Patrick Administration is also working to designate
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the area as an economic target area. Representative Murphy stated that the towns have
spent money on the project, permits have been obtained, land has been taken, and the
project is ready to move forward. He requested that the MPO program Phase 2 of the
project in FFY 2009 and Phase 3 in FFY 2010.

Another supporter noted that the project has been going on for 25 years and it is
discouraging to town residents to see the final piece of the project falling out of the TIP.
He noted that the towns have worked with the state and there has been good economic
development along the Middlesex Turnpike corridor. He pointed to corporate expansion
projects along the Turnpike and Governor Patrick’s recent announcement of a $50
million project in Billerica. He stressed that the Middlesex Turnpike project should not be
stalled now as economic growth continues in the area. He added that the Conservation
Commissions of all the towns involved have done their work and the project is ready to
move forward.

John Sanchez, Town of Burlington, reported that the towns are in the final stage of
obtaining right-of-way for the project. The towns began the process almost ten years ago
and have spent approximately $4 million to secure right-of-way.

Richard Warrington, Town of Bedford, provided background on the environmental
permitting for the project. The process began locally in 1996 and all local permitting
issues are resolved. At the state level, in 2005, the Secretary of Environmental Affairs
issued a certification under the project’s EIR. The proponents filed for a water quality
permit in February 2008 and for Orders of Conditions in January 2008, and they are
awaiting the Order of Conditions and variance from state. They have a commitment from
the Department of Environmental Protection that the permitting will be complete by the
first quarter of FFY 2009. A federal 404 permit from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is
expected in August. He voiced confidence that the project will receive all necessary
permits to move forward.

R. Warrington also noted that the final design on three mitigation sites is complete. The
Mitre Corporation is providing the means to have wetland and flood plain mitigation. The
work done in 1996 to identify wetland is now obsolete and the work will be re-done. The
project will impact 52,000 square feet of wetlands and the proponents have provided
mitigation for 62,000 square feet. The Army Corps has since increased the ratios for
wetland mitigation. To address these standards, the town is spending approximately $1.5
million to purchase 20 acres of land that contains sensitive vernal pools, and one
corporation is applying a conservation restriction on 6.3 acres of land.

R. Mercier concluded by asking the Committee to consider the Middlesex Turnpike
project for programming in FFY 2009. He noted that the project is meeting many of the
Commonwealth’s Smart Growth goals by promoting mixed use developments that would
include 1,000 units of new housing and enable people to live close to their work.

J. Gallagher asked if Phase 3 of the project would be appropriately programmed in FFY
2011. R. Mercier replied that FFY 2011 would be appropriate.
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TIP Discussion

Members began their discussion of the FFYs 2009 — 2012 TIP starting with consideration
of the FFY 2009 element. H. Morrison noted that highway earmarks are included in the
TIP tables, but transit earmarks are not yet available.

Members grappled with the question of how to handle the Concord and Lincoln — Route
2 (Croshy’s Corner) project since the project’s cost estimate, at nearly $70 million, is
large. M. Pratt asked whether the state could fund the project through another funding
vehicle, but D. Mohler stated that the state could not fund the project through
MassHighway’s resurfacing program since it is a capacity adding project.

J. Gallagher asked whether the project would be appropriately programmed in FFY 2009
given that the state does not yet have authorization to obtain right-of-way. D. Mohler
stated that EOTPW has included a request for $30 million for land acquisition in its
capital spending plan request. All the acquisitions would be friendly takings.

Richard Reed, Town of Bedford, stated that in choosing projects for programming, the
MPO should consider project readiness as well as the MPQO’s past decision-making on
particular projects.

D. Mohler summarized the consensus of the Committee that the proponents of the Boston
— Massachusetts Avenue, Newton — Commonwealth Avenue, and Concord — Route 62
projects should report next week on whether their projects will be ready for FFY 2008. D.
Koses noted that the City of Newton believes the Commonwealth Avenue project will be
ready, but MassHighway needs to inform the MPO if that is not the case.

R. Reed inquired about the contract process and as to whether there has been an analysis
to determine if the Crosby’s Corner project will take four years to construct. D. Mohler
stated that the project would be handled with one contract. MassHighway would need to
conduct an analysis to determine the project timeframe. Per federal guidance, the MPO
may not use Advance Construction as a cash flow mechanism to stretch out payments.

Jim Gillooly, City of Boston, requested that the Boston — Tremont Street project be
referenced on the FFY 2009 TIP tables for discussion at the next meeting.

T. Bent raised a question concerning why two Somerville projects — the Magoun Square
Roadway Reconstruction and Safety Improvements and the Broadway in East Somerville
Enhancement projects — were not shown on the draft TIP tables. H. Morrison explained
that there are only earmarks for those projects programmed, and the staff
recommendation only reflected previously programmed construction projects, and
therefore, the construction monies were not included on the tables. D. Mohler added that
earmarks are additional to the MPO targets. Existing federal earmarks are expected to be
available after FFY 2009, following the re-authorization of federal transportation
legislation.
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L. Duncan reminded members that at a previous meeting, they had discussed
programming MassHighway resurfacing projects if funds remained after programming
more typical TIP projects.

M. Pratt suggested moving a project presented by MassHighway on Agency TIP Day —
the $1.8 million Ipswich — Resurfacing and Related Work on a Section of Route 113
(Essex Road) — into FFY 2008. H. Morrison stated that she would contact the
MassHighway District 4 Office and the Town of Ipswich to see if the project would be
ready for FFY 2008.

S. Karanfiloglu raised a question about the cost estimate for the Boston — Massachusetts
Avenue project currently programmed in FFY 2008. H. Morrison stated that the current
cost estimate per MassHighway is $10.83 million.

Reno DelLuzio, Town of Milford, stated that the MPO should consider supporting
previous commitments to projects. He questioned why the Milford — Upper Charles Trail,
Phase 2 project, which the MPO previously committed to fund, is recommended to be
deferred while the Belmont, Cambridge, and Somerville — Bicycle Facility project is
recommended to be moved into FFY 2009. D. Mohler noted that the latter project was
also a previous MPO commitment. He noted that a number of other projects that were
previously programmed on the TIP did not get funded. He noted that each year the MPO
must consider project readiness, fairness, and priorities when determining which projects
to fund with the limited pool of money.

J. Rosenblum voiced his concern that if the Belmont, Cambridge, and Somerville —
Bicycle Facility project is deferred, it will appear as if it is competing with other bicycle
and pedestrian projects in future TIP years. P. Regan stated that competition among these
projects and others will increase in future years, and the MPO will have to address the
issue of what is the most appropriate use of transportation funds. J. Rosenblum stated that
bicycle paths are transportation (not just recreation) projects. He cited the Alewife station
as an example of an area with strong commuter demand for bicycle and pedestrian
pathways and noted that these projects address congestion and provide options to
commuters.

Regarding the Crosby’s Corner project, J. Shuris stated that he questions the nearly $70
million cost estimate given that only four years ago the project was estimated at $22
million and value engineering was done to reduce costs by $3.4 million. Thomas Kadzis,
City of Boston, stated that the MPO was informed that changes in the scope of the
retaining walls and other various factors contributed to the cost increase. D. Mohler
added that inflation of construction costs and design changes between the 75% and 100%
design stage were factors.

When asked whether the Boston — Massachusetts Avenue project would be ready for
programming in the FFY 2008 element, T. Kadzis stated that the project would not be
delayed due to right-of-way issues.
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9. Route 128 Add-A-Lane Project Update — Larry Cash, MassHighway
This agenda item was postponed.

10. Members’ Items

P. Wolfe noted that members were provided with a memorandum on the MPQO’s outreach
on the Coordinated Human Services Transportation Plan. UPWP materials were also
distributed.

11. Adjourn
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Member Agencies
EOTPW
City of Boston

City of Newton

City of Salem

City of Somerville
MAPC

MassHighway
MassPike

MBTA

MBTA Advisory Board
Advisory Council

Town of Bedford
Town of Framingham
Town of Hopkinton
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Representatives and Alternates

David Mohler
Jim Gillooly
Thomas Kadzis
David Koses
Lynn Duncan
Thomas Bent
Jim Gallagher
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Shirin Karanfiloglu
Joe Cosgrove
Paul Regan
Kristina Johnson
Steve Olanoff
Richard Reed
Ginger Esty
Mary Pratt

MPO Staff/CTPS
Maureen Kelly
Ryan Lundergan
Anne McGahan
Hayes Morrison
Karl Quackenbush
Arnie Soolman
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Other Attendees
Robert Cantoreggi
Angelo Colao
Reno Deluzio
John DePriest
Donald DiMartino
Al Fay

John Fernandes
Tim Greene
William Greene
Josh Lehman
Daniel E. Marti
Rob May

Sue McQuaid
Rob Mercier
Charles Murphy
Kevin O’Brien
Ellen Rawlings
Sonia Rollins

Jeff Rosenblum
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Town of Bedford, Board of Selectmen
Town of Milford

City of Chelsea

Town of Bellingham

Town of Burlington

State Representative

Office of State Senator Richard Moore
State Representative

EOTPW

AT&T

City of Somerville

Neponset Valley Chamber of Commerce
Town of Burlington

State Representative

Town of Arlington

Office of Representative William Greene
Town of Burlington

City of Cambridge
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John Sanchez Town of Burlington
Rich Scanlon Town of Billerica

Jim Shuris Town of Concord
Richard Warrington Town of Bedford

John Woodsmall Town of Southborough
Wig Zamore Somerville Resident
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Elizabeth A. Fresolone
Supervisor
Naticnal Grid - Real Estate Energy Delivery

nationalari

June 9, 2008

Mr. Thomas S. Cahir, Deputy Secretary for Transportation Programs
Executive Office of Transportation and Public Works

10 Park Plaza-Suite 3170

Boston, MA 02116

RE: Milford Upper Charles Trail Phase 2 — New
England Power Company Lease

Dear Mr. Cabhir:

I am in receipt of Louis J. Celozzi letter dated, June 8, 2008 asking your office to “concur with the
Board of Selectman’s assessment” requesting that the project remain on the FFY 2009-2012 TIP.

I personally would like to take this opportunity to let you know that [ have worked closely with
Reno DelLuzio, GPI and the Town of Milford to help with the many milestones with regard to the
placement of the trail on the New England Company (“NEP”) property. NEP engineers have
worked numerous hours in reviewing and detailing the issues of the technical aspects of the
placement of the trail. Recently, NEP reviewed and approved the 75% design plans.

It is the intention of National Grid to continue to work diligently to help resolve the remaining
issues with the Lease Agreement and realize that time is of the essence. We will continue to work
with the Massachusetts Highway Department’s Right of Way Bureau and anticipate that we can
successfully resolve the issues in the next several weeks.

We respectfully support Mr. Celozzi’s letter and thank your office for consideration to have the
project remain on the FFY 2009 — 2012 TIP.

If you have any questions, please call me at 401-784-7556.

Very truly yours,

Elizabeth A. Fresolone

Supervisor
Real Estate Energy Delivery




Mr. Thomas Cahir
June 9, 2008
Page 2

CC: 8.Larson — National Grid
J. Newman — National Grid
J. Zuccolotto — National Grid
R. DeLuzio — Chairman- Upper Charles Trail Committee Chairman
T. Gray — Director-MHD ROW Bureau
J. Fernandes — Milford

280 Melrose Street, Providence, Ri 02907
T:401.784.7656 @ F:315460.8683 @ slizabsth fresolone@us.ngrid.com &  www.nhationalgrid.com




Milford Upper Charles Trail Committee
¢/o Office of Planning and Engineering
52 Main Street
Milford, MA 01757

June 10, 2008

David Mohler

Deputy Director, EOT Planning

Executive Office of Transportation and Public Works
10 Park Plaza, Room 4150

Boston, MA 02116

Subject: Milford Upper Charles Trail Phase 2— FFY 2009 — 2012 TIP
Dear Mr. Mohler:

It was very disappointing to learn of the Central Transportation Planning Staff’s
impending recommendation to the TPPC that the Milford Upper Charles Trail Phase 2
project be removed from the TIP at this late stage in its development. It has been a long
and arduous road in achieving what has been accomplished to date. It is almost
inconceivable that 10 years of hard work and cooperation by local, state, and federal
agencies, as well as the private and business communities, does not heavily factor into
the CTPS’s evaluation and resulting recommendation.

During these past 10 years there has been one constant element that has been the
project’s life line --- consistent and unwavering TPPC and MPO funding support. The
prospect of removing the project from the TIP will be devastating to all stakeholders
and most_especially the general public who are avid users of the recently completed
Phase 1 Trail and who are anxiously awaiting the completion of Phase 2.

The Phase 2 project is in its final stages. Responses to the 75% design comments
recently received from MassHighway reviewers are now being prepared. There have
been renewed commitments by MassHighway’s Right of Way Bureau and National
Grid to bring the NEPCO property rights agreement to a successful and mutually
agreeable conclusion in the next several weeks. There are no permitting issues and all
other property rights agreements have been executed and duly recorded. Submittal of
100% design plans is planned for July to achieve a planned November 2008 bid
advertisement date. At this point in time, the Milford Upper Charles Trail Phase 2
Project is a viable FFY2009 project and has an excellent chance of starting construction
in late spring or early summer of 2009.
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The Milford upper Charles Trail Committee fully understands and appreciates the
challenges the TPPC and MPO face in trying to fit all project requests within the TIP’s
fiscal constraints. However, it is our hope that the TPPC will not accept the CTPS’s
recommendation to remove Phase 2 from the TIP until all options are considered and
the full spectrum of consequences have been weighed.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any question or require additional
information please contact me at (508)473 -7790 or email renoandjean@yverizon.net.

Sincerely,

s LB Loy

Reno DelLuzio, Chairman

Ce:

Louis Celozzi

Board of Selectmen
Representative John Fernandes
Senator Richard Moore

Larry Dunkin

Hayes Morrison

Thomas Gray

Thomas Cahir

Barbara Lucas



TOWN OF MEDWAY
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES

Building Maintenance Highway Dept. Parks Dept. Vehicle Maintenance

155 Village Street
Medway, Massachusetts 02053

David D’Amico (508) 533-3275 (508) 533-3287 FAX
Director

Ms. Luisa Paiewonsky
Commissioner

Massachusetts Highway Department
10 Park Plaza, Suite 3170

Boston, MA 02116

June 5, 2008

Dear Commissioner Paiewonsky:

This letter is to inform you that the Town of Medway Board of Selectmen at their regularly scheduled
meeting on March 3, 2008, voted to create the Route 109 Improvement Task Force. The purpose of
the Task Force is to update and submit the Transportation Improvement Project application for the
Route 109 corridor. This project was last submitted as TIP ID No. DM0157. The Task Force will be
reviewing and finalizing the scope of work which will be expanded from the current project on file. It
is urgent that this project remain on the TIP list and be a priority.

The project is number two on project priority for the SWAP sub-region of the Boston MAPC. The
project has been on the SWAP TIP priority list for several years. Economic development along the
corridor has driven the need to raise the urgency for this project.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

S s
9851’/\_) e

David D’ Amico
DPS Director

cc: Hayes Morrison, CTPS
Barbara Lucas, Boston MAPC
Jim Gallagher, Boston MAPC
Thomas Waruzila, MassHighway District 3



€ssEX BOARD Of selectmen

TOWN HALL °* MARTIN STREET <« ESSEX, MASSACHUSETTS 01929-1219

Telephone (978) 768-6531

June 3, 2008

David J. Mohler, Chair
Transportation Planning and Programming Committee
Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization ‘
State Transportation Building TR C -
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 A
Boston, MA 02116 »

Dear Mr. Mohler:

We wish to thank the MPO for maintaining the Town’s Route 133 Reconstruction Project
(600217) as part of the federal fiscal year 2008 TIP element at your meeting of May 22, 2008.
We understand that the draft amendment released for public comment at that time will be
voted on by the MPO on June 26, 2008. The project is at the 100% design stage, is ready to
proceed and, as Mr. McGlaughlin of the Massachusetts Highway Department pointed out
directly to the MPO on May 1, 2008, its cost estimate is sound.

The project has been over twelve years in the making and much work and expense have been
invested by both the Town and the Commonwealth. Please consider with the Committee our
strong desire to keep the project programmed in the FY08 element of the FY2007-2010 TIP
during your upcoming TIP discussion that is scheduled for June 26, 2008. The project is
critical to the Town as articulated in our TIP update forms; has much support from Town
government, the public, and MHD; and retaining our current programming position will allow
us to proceed. Please feel free to contact me at (978) 768-6531 if you should have any
questions or desire further information. Thank you.

On Behalf of the Essex Board of Selectmen,

ce: Senator Bruce Tarr
Representative Anthony Verga
Steve McLaughlin, MHD
Essex Division of the Cape Ann Chamber of Commerce
file



CONCORD PUBLIC WORKS

ENGINEERING DIVISION

W AP

133 KEYES ROAD
CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01742-1601

TEL: 978-318-3210
FAX: 878-318-3245

JAMES SHURIS, PE.
TOWN ENGINEER

29 May 2008

Mr. Daniel Gentile, Community Compliance O
MassHighway ROW Bureau

Massachusetts Highway Department ,
Ten Park Plaza e e
Room No. 6010

Boston, MA 02116

RE:  Route 62 — Main Street Project, Town of Concord, Massachusetts
Projis Key # 604646
RIGHT OF ENTRY — WITHOUT PREJUDICE forms

Dear Mr. Gentile:

iy
i

We are writing to inform your-office that all pre- requisife RIGHT OF ENTRY -
WITHOUT PREDJUDICE forms for the Route 62 — Main Stréet Project, Projis Key No.

604646 have been secured. Enclosed please find duly. executed RIGHT OF ENTRY -
WITHOUT PREJUDICE forms froni each of the eighty-two (82) property owners
affected by the work associated for the above referenced project.

Please make note that two (2) of the original RIGHT OF ENTRY - WITHOUT

—————PREJUDICE forms;namely TE=31-and TE =32, have beeneliminated from this project

as a result of design/engineering revisions and are no longer required. Kindly proceed to
issue a RIGHT OF WAY CERTIFICATE for this project to allow this project to be
advertised for construction.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Very urs,
/ ‘ C / S
James 'Shurls, P.E., MBA

Town Engineer

cc: Chris Whelan, Town Manager (w/o enclosures)
Richard Reine, CPW Director (w/o enclosures)
Hayes Morrison, TIP Project Manager (w/o enclosures)

Enclosures

Printed on 30% post consumer recycled paper.
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Forte Fowse, DBoston 09735 7054

DR. JENNIFER CALLAHAN JOINT COMMITTEES:

STATE REPRESENTATIVE Public Health

Higher Education
SERVING THE PEOPLE OF THE

18TH WORCESTER DISTRICT

Municipalities & Regional Government

ROOM 130, 18T FLOOR
BELLINGHAM « BLACKSTONE * (617) 722-2130

MILLVILLE « SUTTON (PCTS 1 & 2) FAX (617) 722-2002
UXBRIDGE (PCTS 1, 2 & 4) i
(B08) 865-7788
Rep.JenniferCallahan@hou.state.ma.us

March 28, 2008

Mr. David Mohler, Chair .
Transportation Planning and Programming Committee r
Ten Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116-3968

Dear Mr. Mohler:

It has recently come to my attention that the Town of Bellin
project (PROJIS #602493) has not been programmed with a funding year in the draft
2009-2012 TIP. Once again, I would like to strongly encourage the Metropolitan
Planning Organization to include this project in a funding round as soon as possible.

The Town of Bellingham is rapidly growing due to its proximity to public transportation,
to metropolitan Boston and to the [-495 Corridor. In addition, with its juxtaposition
along the Rhode Island border, the south portion of Bellingham has seen steady increases
in inter-state traffic. With this growth has come increased congestion and strain on
existing roads and intersections in this section of town. There are simply too many cars
traveling on roads not capable of handling the current volume. Bellingham has
recognized the necessity of changing traffic patterns and improving its streets and has
taken the necessary steps in order to improve the situation.

The Town of Bellingham has had plans under MassHighway review for a reworking of
the Pulaski Boulevard and South Main Street intersection since early 2004. This is the
communities top priority project, for good reason. The signals at the intersection were a
“temporary solution” installed more than twenty-five years ago and this intersection has
been listed as one of the state’s 1000 Worst Accident Locations. The Town is committed
to this project and has already appropriated over $3 million for the redesign of this major
intersection and related water and sewer improvements for the area. State and federal
monies would be well spent on this project. : SR

Printed on Recycled Paper %



Town officials have worked diligently to have the project ready for construction. With'
expedited MassHighway Department (MHD) reviews, the project can be ready for
advertisement before September 30, 2008. The 75% review phase comments from all
sections at MHD were received in November 2007. The Permanent Roadway and
Drainage easements were recorded in September 2007. Over 150 Right of Entries or
Temporary Easements are noted on the Right of Way plans. Bellingham’s Department of
Public Works cannot proceed until a clearer commitment for an advertisement date is
made. Unfortunately, if the Town moves to obtain more Rights of Entry now, then those
rights may expire before construction begins.

Bellingham’s Department of Public Works has also completed the ANRAD process with
the local Conservation Commission and received preliminary insight into the designs

they would like to see as part of the Notice of Intent Filing. This filing is planned for
February 2008, with a hearing date anticipated for March 2008. The ENF filing, under
MEPA, should occur in April 2008 after the Conservation Commission issues an Order of
Conditions. The 100% design submittal should also be completed in April 2008 as the
75% comments did not present the need for any significant modifications.

Bellingham’s Department of Public Works has appropriated the funds needed to
complete the design to PS&E level and will have a signed agreement with BETA
Engineering for this work. They have appropriated $1.3 million for design and land
acquisition and $2.2 million for water and sewer improvements. Bellingham’s DPW has
also constructed water and sewer improvements. In addition, the Town has recently
completed area water and sewer infrastructure improvements rendering the road in need
of repair to improve rough conditions created by the cross trenches.

For many years Bellingham has progressed steadily on this important project. They
community has completed all that is required and is ready to proceed as soon as they
receive necessary state funding. 1 strongly urge that Bellingham be put on the draft 2009-
2012 TIP. During a fiscally constrained time period in which all transportation projects
require utmost scrutiny, this particular project should be given priority because the
community has advanced the project with local resources to assist the state in completing
the project in a timely and efficient manner. Should you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact me at (617) 722-2130.

Sincerely,

& T

Jémnifer Callahan
State Representative
18™ Worcester District
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