REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL

Summary of March 12, 2008 Meeting

This meeting was held in Conference Room 4 of the State Transportation Building.
The meeting was called to order at 3:05 PM.
1. Chair’s Report — Kristina Johnson, Chair and City of Quincy

The Illustrative Projects Committee will meet after this meeting in the CTPS Conference Room.
The ad hoc committee was formed to discuss outside of general-body meetings the merit of
including a list of illustrative projects in an amendment to the long-range Transportation Plan.

The Advisory Council submitted to the Executive Office of Transportation and Public Works
(EOTPW) a letter drafted by the Freight Committee supporting the agency’s Statewide Rail and
Freight Plan work scope.

The MPO Municipal TIP Days will be held on April 17 and May 1. Roughly, communities
inside 1-95/Route 128 will be invited to present to the MPQO’s Transportation Planning and
Programming Committee on the first day, while those outside the beltway will be invited to
present on the second day. Notices are now being sent to municipal TIP contacts.

At the last Transportation Planning and Programming Committee meeting, members discussed
planning and process for this year’s MPO election. Terms for the City of Newton and the Town
of Hopkinton will expire this year. Municipalities in the following subregions are not eligible to
run this year: North Shore Task Force, Minuteman Advisory Group on Interlocal Coordination,
and MetroWest Growth Management Committee. MPO election milestones are were proposed
for the following dates:

- Nomination Papers Due; April 28; 5:00 P.M.

- Candidates Night; Week of May 12; 7:30 P.M. (Date and Location TBD)

- MPO Election; May 28 (Time and Location TBD)

2. Approval of the Meeting Minutes of February 13, 2008

The minutes were approved unanimously.

3. Member Announcements

Marilyn Wellons, Riverside Neighborhood Association, encouraged members to listen to the
March 11 recording of National Public Radio’s On Point. In “The Future of Oil” host Tom

Ashbrook interviewed author James Howard Kunstler, energy consultant Daniel Yergin, and
consumer advocate Jamie Court.



4. Presentation: “Right-of-Way Process” — Linda Walsh, Pam Prentiss and Charlie O’Brien,
Right-of-Way Bureau, MassHighway

Linda Walsh, Pam Prentiss and Charlie O’Brien from the MassHighway Right-of-Way Bureau
detailed the right-of-way (ROW) process for primarily local roadway but also state highway
projects. The presentation provided an overview of ROW certification and considered various
differences between 25%, 75% and 100% designs. 25% preliminary designs involve initial plans
and public outreach; 75% intermediate designs respond to public and MassHighway comments
with refined design specifications; 100% final designs further refine the project and include
advertised estimates. The process involves public outreach, legal documentation, detailed plans,
and coordination between local and state officials and property owners.

Projects receiving federal or state funding through the MPO process or projects in which
MassHighway administers construction cannot be advertised for construction bids until the ROW
Bureau issues a ROW Certificate. This certificate ensures that municipalities follow all federal
and state regulations in the ROW process. Once community compliance is affirmed, the ROW
Bureau issues the certificate and enables the transportation project to proceed.

Points and Issues Raised During Discussion

How does corridor planning for non-motorized modes affect the ROW process? (John McQueen,
WalkBoston)

MassHighway provides technical support to municipal proponents, but the agency does not
direct the project. Municipalities should appoint a liaison to work with MassHighway
throughout the project. Bike trails need ROW certificates like all other transportation
infrastructure. (L. Walsh)

When MassHighway acts as the project proponent, could MassHighway make early takings in
order to expedite a project’s permitting? (K. Johnson)

MassHighway often makes early takings to expedite the project’s completion. Litigation
associated with eminent domain often slows a project significantly. (C. O’Brien, MassHighway)

How long do projects involving ROW issues typically take? (Jim Gallagher, MAPC)

ROW certificates take at least 1.5 years, but each project is unique. Timelines depend on the
number of property owners and stakeholders, their interests, and state-municipal coordination.
(P. Prentiss)

What are the circumstances in which a property owner would grant Right of Entry without
compensation? (Malek Al-Khatib, Boston Society of Civil Engineers)

Impacts could be nominal or improve the site in some way for the property owner. This voluntary
grant depends on individual cases.

How do public hearings support ROW projects? (Frank DeMasi, Wellesley)
Public hearings serve to provide updated information or to remind the public about the project.
(L. Walsh)



Does the ROW process pertain to air rights, as with Parcel 7 in the Fenway neighborhood?
(Romin Koebel)

Air rights are not a MassHighway issue; the Turnpike would be the lead agency on that specific
issue, and the agency would work with a private developer individually. (C. O’Brien)

Who is responsible for fences placed on property lines? (M. Al-Khatib)

Property fences usually need to recognize setback requirements required in local zoning
ordinances. Although rare, fences placed directly on property lines would violate local zoning
ordinances. (C. O’Brien)

Does adverse possession affect ROW certification? (M. Wellons)
Adverse possession does not affect public matters; it only affects private arrangements. (P.
Prentiss)

What are some differences between 25% and 75% design? (Tom Kadzis, Boston)

Projects at the 25% stage show preliminary drafts of the project. Projects at the 75% stage
address changes to the 25% design with greater attention to detail, such as ADA considerations
or environmental mitigation.

If members would like information about the ROW process from a municipal perspective, the
City of Quincy has had considerable experience with ROW takings associated with a large-scale
federal-aid highway project. (K. Johnson)

5. Advisory Council Committees

Members informally discussed program topics for future meetings. Members identified the
following projects, fieldtrips and issues:

- Transportation plans at neighboring MPOs. (K. Johnson)
This program would be important for inter-regional projects like South Coast Rail. (F.
DeMasi)

- DCR updates regarding parkways, bridges, tunnels and trails. (J. McQueen)

- Urban Ring Phase Il preliminary plans (M. Wellons)

- The 1-93/1-95 interchanges in Canton and in Reading; Crosby’s Corner in Concord; and
the Concord Rotary. (Steve Olanoff, Westwood)
MassHighway has prepared a presentation for this project. (Sue McQuaid, Neponset
Valley Chamber of Commerce)

- Transportation Bond Bill update. (Marcy Crowley, Wayland)
The Advisory Council should draft a letter supporting expedient passage of the bond bill
and circulate it to the local officials and organizations that members represent. (S.
Olanoff)

- Transportation Finance Commission’s report regarding the State’s fiscal shortfalls for
transportation infrastructure. (J. McQueen)

- Field trip to North and South Stations to consider new commuter rail connections. (R.
Koebel)

- Transit connection between North and South Stations. (R. Koebel)

- Field trip to proposed area for the Green Line Extension to Somerville. (S. Olanoff)



- Update from the Massachusetts Infrastructure Investment Coalition. (M. Al-Khatib)

- Intelligent Transportation System presentation. (Chris Porter, MassBike)
Steve Peppin at the Executive Office of Transportation and Public Works has presented
that topic to other groups in the past. (K. Johnson)

- Parcel 7 near Kenmore Square update. (R. Koebel)
In January 2008 the City of Boston presented information about the Fenway/Longwood
Kenmore Economic Stimulus Bill, which relates to that parcel. (K. Johnson)

6. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm.

Attachment:
1. Attendance List for March 12, 2008



Attendance List for March 12, 2008

Agencies

Jim Gallagher, Metropolitan Area Planning Council
Steven Rawding, Massachusetst Aeronautics Commission
Donna Smallwood, MassRides

Cities and Towns

Marcy Crowley, Wayland
Frank DeMasi, Wellesley
Kristina Johnson, Quincy
Tom Kadzis, Boston
Steve Olanoff, Westwood
John Squibb, Revere

Gail Wagner, Lexington

Citizens Groups

Malek Al-Khatib, Boston Society of Civil Engineers
Schuyler Larrabee, Boston Society of Architects

John McQueen, WalkBoston

Sue McQuaid, Neponset Valley Chamber of Commerce
Chris Porter, MassBike

Marilyn Wellons, Riverside Neighborhood Association

Guests and Visitors
Romin Koebel

Ed Lowney

Cheryl Ravalli

MPO Staff
John Hersey
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August 31, 2005

A secured right of way is necessary for the design, construction and future maintenance
requirements of this project. Your community is responsible for all cost and offon associsted
with acquiring any necessary rights in private or public lands for this undertaking. Acquisition
procedures mizst follow Federal and State lows and regulations. Your community may acquing
needed rights through eminent domain, donations or purchase. Ifyou have a town form of

please note the enclosed Town Mesting approval.
The C is ible for moni isition activities of local acquiring
agencies on Federal Ald Projects. Therefare, it is advisable that the Right of Way Bureau and
your municipality work ﬂmu:ly together during the enti process. This

will ennble your community o expedite the acquisitions and be assured that Federal and State
requirements are mel

¥ i must designate a i to work with our Communiry
Compll.nme section. The Right of Way Bureau will provide brochures, guidance, sample
forms, and advisary services to meet Federal and State requirements.

The scope of the right of way activity will determine the need or requirement for right of way
plans. Please review the enclosed guidelines.
The Right of Way Bureau fs looking forward to working with your commumity on this project.
If you Have any questions please feel free to contact Pameln Prentiss, Community Compliance
Officer, at {617) 973-7951 or (508) 929-3909,

Sincerely,

Right of Way Bureau

Enclosure(s)
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August 31, 2005

The abave project has been approved as a Federal-Aided project.  Enclosed you will find some suggested sample
forms that you may utilize on this praject. City/Towns are responsible for the scquisition of all necessary rights in
private/public lands for its implomeontation.

1= This project will be constructed with Federnl Funds.

2: Property Owners rights must be pratected under MGL Chap.79 and The Real Property Acts of 1970 as amended.

3: The actual project can’t be advertised for construction until the new proposed right of way is secured and the
Right-of-Way Bureau issies a “Right-of-Way Cenificats™.

4: The Project Manager, the design firm, andior the Community Compliance Officer will bs available o assist in
determining if any right-of-way action will be required,

1f you have any questions concerning right-of-way activity plense contact me.

‘Community Complinnce Officer

(508) 929-3909

Pamela Prentiss Comsunity Compliance Officer * Right of Way Bureau
Districts #1, #2 & #5 Ten Park Plaza-Roos 6160 Boston, Ma 02116
(508) 929-3909 & (617) 973-7951

wd. Afd #PENDING

Prajis Key #603843

Copies of the following docusents are required in order to issue
a Right of Way Certificate allowing this project to be advertised.
Your timely attention and response to this matter is required.

The Drder of Takirg a8 recorded, The ook and page Or Gocement nusbars
aleng with the recording date muit be clearly shown en the fnstrusent.

Flans as recorded, with plan book/page or docusent rusber chearly shown.
A properly axecuted Cortificate of Donation sn a7} agpropriate parcels

Exscuted #ights of Encries on affectsd properties.

A cartified copy of your town seering vote That authorized ssinent domain,
gift acceptance, wtc, on land parcels.

A mypieal notice of taking that was mailed to an sffected property owner.
Affidavits on a1l foe and parmanest easesest parcels, shather donated or acedred
usder esinent domain, AFfidevits are alse resired e tesporary sasesents parcels

acquired by ewinent dosain, A11 tesporary sasesant must have an end date (ters).

_ Deded dorations with the book/page or docusent nusber snd recording date claarly
Shmn,

Other:_Aporaisals oo the TE's. if ther are acouived by Exieant Dosafn,
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CERTIFICATE OF DONATION

Owmer(s) of Record; B

City/Town: Fed Aid Husber:

Froject:

I F

Parsanent Easesent (s)

Temporary Easement{s):

To: Director, Right of Way Bureau
Massachusetts Wighway ODepartment
10 Park Plaza - Room
Boston, MA 02116-3973

This is to certify that the abowe referenced parcel(s) nru- donated
the cwnar(s) as provided for in the provisions ef Tit

Ui Form Ralocation Aasiscance wmd Md) broparty Acqsisitice Peifctes

Act of 1970, as amended.

The comvayamce of these parcels, will be accomplished by desd or Order of Takisg and
5.

recorded in the Registry of Deed

This donation is made of my/our free will
I/we waive my/our Fightis} to an appraisa
and compensation.

Dwner(s)/ Authorized Representative dats

City/Town Official - Title date

Woca: Tf the sebject parcel(s) in/are oumed by & corpratios, axtate,
.. then an Appreeriate docusest, authorizies This
on muit ba ATEached to his document.

Sonat

Affidavit
Tty Tomn s Fod Afd Nusber:
Gumar(s) of Becord:

Pareal (3¢ _

Tor Massachusetts Wighway Department
mmmr. Right of Way Bu
10 Park Plaza, Boos 6160 - Boaton, Ma 02116-3073

Tuis 4z to cercify that ml rights dn Tasd acqutred by the ClogTem i
connection with referenced project were fn accordance with
s ions of Ticie TIT, ‘GaTforn Relocation Avsiscince and Reay Froperty
Acquisitions Policies Act of 1970 as amended

With reference to the Act, the following applicabile previsions wers
specifically set

1. !ul nrnﬂrty wmas apprafsed on_______ .before the imitiation
the negotiations. The owner or his Gesignated represeRTaTive was
ghq-n the opportunity o accospany the appraiser during the inspection
of the property.

. A fair market value of §, far the acquired aroperty was
offered. The owner was pro & basis sussary (& written-
e 8 i leeaerll e BBl Grcomnal 61

3: The owner was not or will not be required to surrender possession of
the subject property befors the temder of paysent, or the agreed
pure

4. The cwner was not coerced or compelled in any way to S on the
nric: to be paid for the property and was not left with as
omic resnant.

5. Relocation, of residential/commercial occupancy. was not required.
Order of Taking Voted: Recorded:
Written Motice Mailed: Payment Tendered:

Physical Possession Secured:

City/Town OFficial ™ Date

Presical Prasersion muy iy be sscared on the later ofs
i v (M) days after the cemar receives weifben sotice . o
B e peviant Fomard of Samapen hat bois Taebarad
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Town Meeting Approval, Eminent Domain
&

Donations

Mol towns_require town meetiss approval to scouire land sarcels fer highway purposes

The following 45 a suggested format that allows the Board of Selectsen to
acquire the necessary land areas on behalf of the inhabitants of your
municipality.

To authorizs the Board of Selectmen to acquire the Following land
parcels and or rights in land parcels for the purpose of chtaining a
secure and public right of way. This will allew for the construction
and roadeay safety isprovesents (Nase of Project)

Total # Parcals Area (Square Feet)

1n Fee

Parmanent Easssents

Tesporary Easssents -

Further that the Selectsen may acquire these parcels, or sodification af these
parcels or other required parcels though all Tegal means. This includes
donations, purchase or esinemt dosain. The subject parcels are currently
fdantified on plans drafted by

Dated __ Titled —

Further, to raise and appropriate an asount of § 1o defray any
associated right of way expenses comnected with this project.

Your town cosnsel and other appropriate officials should review and draft the
proposed article, It sheuld be modified as necessary given current infarmat
Chapter %0 funds may be used for right of way purposes. Comtact the local
Hwy. District Office for inforsation regarding use of your Chapter 90 Fumds.

Town officials sust estimate the Right of way Cost. This say include appraiser
fees, sign relocation’s, award of damages, recording foes, Attormey fees, etc.
Your assessors office should be of asséstance in estimating the required
appropriation.

If you have any guestions? Do ot hesitate to give me a call

Pamela Prentiss, Cossunity Compliance Officer
(508)929-39098
Fax (617) 973-7951
Ten Park Plaza
Boston, Ma 02116-3973
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