


BOSTON REGION MPO ACTIVITIES

BosToN REGION MPO ACTION ITEMS

At its meeting on January 20, following a 35-day public com-

) ment period and upon the recommendation of its Transporta-
tion Planning and Programming Committee, the Boston

Region MPO approved an amendment to the fiscal years 2005-2009 Transportation

Improvement Program (TIP). The amendment programs:

¢ $832,400 in funding for the Cape Ann Transportation Authority to rehabilitate its
bus maintenance and storage facility in Gloucester and to perform preventative
maintenance on its bus fleet.

® $312,300 for the purchase of buses and vans in Lynn, Peabody, and Danvers.

¢ Funding, not to exceed $31 million (the amount to be determined following the
reauthorization of TEA-21 legislation), for the procurement of 85 emission-
controlled diesel buses for the MBTA.

At the same meeting, the MPO approved two TIP adjustments. Funding for the Sil-
ver Line Phase III project was adjusted to reflect the $3.6 million specifically ear-
marked for preliminary design work in the latest extension of federal transportation
legislation. The second adjustment provided for the carryover of $1.9 million in
funding that had been programmed in the FYs 2004—2008 TIP for design and per-
mitting work associated with the Route 18 widening project in Weymouth and
Abington.

The MPO waived the public review process for these adjustments since both of these
projects had already undergone public review and the funding can not be spent for
any other purpose.

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE
ACTION ITEMS

In addition to developing recommendations to the MPO on the above TIP amend-
ment and adjustments, the Transportation Planning and Programming Committee
approved a $100,000 work program for the Central Transportation Planning Staff to
provide technical assistance to MassHighway in its [-93/1-95 Woburn/Reading Inter-
change Study.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE

In January, Deputy Secretary Astrid Glynn of the Executive Office of Transportation
briefed Advisory Council members on the Transportation Reform Legislation of
2004, which brought agencies under the wing of the Secretary of Transportation’s
office. This reorganization provides for better planning and coordination in the
transportation system, with Massachusetts moving closer to having a state depart-
ment of transportation. It will also create efficiencies by reducing previous overlap-
ping responsibilities of some of the transportation agencies.

The February Council meeting will feature a briefing from one of our neighboring
MPO:s. See the calendar on page 4 for details.

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT) UPDATE

The nomination period for AACT’s annual election of officers has opened. Nomi-
nees must be an active member of AACT and either an MBTA user, a human-
services advocate, or a senior citizen. Nomination papers and five signatures from
active AACT members for each nominee must be received at AACT’s office or
postmarked by 5:00 PM. on May 24. Candidates are also required to submit a 50-
word personal profile. For further details on nomination procedures and the duties of
officers, contact AACT coordinator Janie Guion at (617) 973-7507 (telephone),
(617) 973-7089 (TDD), or guion@ctps.org. The election will be held on May 25.

MetroFuture: Beginning
Phase Il

ter on January 27
to continue the
work on MetroFuture,
which is the Metropolitan Area Planning
Council’s large-scale participatory initia-
tive to plan for the future of the 101
communities in metropolitan Boston.
MAPC is working with community and
educational entities such as the Boston
Foundation, the Boston College Citizens
Seminars, and the University of Massa-
chusetts Boston in this regionwide, col-
laborative planning effort.

Over 400 people from all walks of life—
students, members of the business com-
munity, state agency representatives,
local officials, professionals in the fields
of housing, health, and transportation,
and interested citizens—attended the
event (the second in the Boston College
Citizens Seminar series) to discuss the
results of the first phase of the Metro-
Future process, which began last year,
and to make plans for the second phase.

Seminar presentations included an
overview of the visioning sessions that
were conducted over the last year
throughout the region and the results
that were produced.

Thomas Menino, mayor of Boston, and
Harriet Tregoning of the Smart Growth
Leadership Institute in Washington,

D.C., highlighted the value of thinking
regionally to solve problems.

The MetroFuture process will be ongoing
throughout 2005. For more information
or to preview upcoming MetroFuture
events, contact MAPC at (617) 482-

2770 or visit www.metrofuture.com.
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