








Regional
Equity

® Outreach cont. from p. 1

tain a traffic analysis zone
(TAZ)—a geographical area
used for transportation plan-
ning purposes—with more
than 200 minority residents
that meets at least one of the
following criteria: (1) has a
population whose median
household income is at or
below 60 percent of the
regional median household
income, and/or (2) has a
population that is over 50
percent minority.

Twenty-eight areas in the
region (each containing a
single TAZ or groups of
TAZs) meet this definition.

Between February and this
summert, the MPO plans to
continue its outreach program
by meeting with social service
and community-based organi-
zations, such as community
development corporations, that
serve the 28 designated areas.

For more information, con-
tact Annette Demchur,
Regional Equity Project
Manager, at (617) 973-7140
or

Bond Bill Before Legislature

® Bond Bill cont. from p. 1

federal funds. It would
authorize the state to borrow
$2.9 bil-
lion for
trans-
portation
infra-
structure
improve-
ments
and
would
leverage
federal
funding
to provide a total investment
of approximately $4.8 billion
in the state’s transportation
system over the next three
years.

Prior to the start of the pub-
lic hearings, the Boston
Region MPO’s Transporta-
tion Planning and Program-
ming Committee asked
legislators representing dis-
tricts in the MPO region, the
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Speaker of the House, the
Senate President, and chairs
of the Joint Committee on

Trans-
porta-
tion, and
legislators
repre-
senting
districts
in the
MPO
region to
support
the bond
bill.

MPO members conveyed the
message that the timely pas-
sage of the bond bill is nec-
essary for work to begin on
federally funded projects
scheduled for FFYs 2008
through 2011. The MPO also
advised the legislators that
long-term revenue shortfalls
need to be addressed.
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