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March 7, 2016

Sean Pfalzer

TIP Manager

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
State Transportation Building

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116-3968

At our November 9, 2015 meeting, North Suburban Planning Council (NSPC) members discussed the

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) process. This discussion was facilitated by representatives
from the Central Transportation Planning Staff {CTPS) and MAPC. We followed up on this discussion at

the February 10, 2016 meeting where participants were given a list of NSPC projects on the TIP to
review,

NSPC would like to respectfully offer the following perspective and comments to the Boston MPO
regarding the TIP.

Tri-Community Bikeway- This has long been a priority for the North Suburban Planning Council
(since 1998) and we are pleased to see that it has now been programmed on the TIP. We helieve
that this project will be a community asset that will foster healthy physical activity, community
connections, and an alternate means of transportation for many people.

New Boston Street Bridge- This project will offer a critical connection for the City of Woburn
that will help to unlock potential for economic development, housing, retail and a mix of uses
within the Commerce Way Overlay District. The reconstruction of the bridge will also offer
better access from existing residential areas in Woburn to the Anderson Commuter rail station
and help to facilitate more ridership. We are also pleased to see this project programmed on the
TIP.

Interchange Improvements to 1-93/1-95- As NSPC put forth in our comment letter on the Long
Range Transportation plan last year, improvements to the 1-93/1-95 interchange are critical to
hoth address safety issues and to facilitate continued economic development amongst the NSPC
communities. We are pleased to see that this project is designated Pre-TIP, but would hope for
this project to be seriously considered for programming on the TIP. A small amount of funding
dedicated to continuing to advance the interchange project is necessary even if all of the project
elements cannot be allocated.

Public Transportation & Complete Streets- In general, we feel that there is a significant lack of
puhlic transportation options in the NSPC subregion and are supportive of projects in the TIP
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that provide these types of transportation options. We also applaud the new emphasis that the
MPO is placing on locally focused Complete Street projects and hope to see this reflected in the
TIP as well.

We urge the Boston MPO to seriously consider these comments. Thank you for the opportunity to
review NSPC projects currently programimed or being considered for funding within the Transportation
Improvement program.

Sincerely,
”(D KLMU/QC Z z/’e/)<ﬂw'%é‘/é
Danielle McKnight, AICP

North Suburban Planning Council Chair
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Mazrch 30, 2016

David J. Mohler, Chair

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116

Re: MAGIC regional transportation priorities and comments for the Drafe FFY 2017-2021
Transportation Improvement Program

Dear Mr. Mohler,

[ am submitting these comments on behalf of the Minuteman Advisory Group on Interlocal Coordination
(MAGIC) subregion of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC). MAGIC consists of 13
communities in the northwest area of the MAPC region: Acton, Bedford, Bolton, Boxborough, Carlisle,
Concord, Hudson, Lexington, Lincoln, Littleton, Maynard, Stow, and Sudbury. In March 2016, MAGIC
members provided input on the FFYs 2017-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).

We recognize the fiscal constraints facing the Commonwealth. We previously acknowledged that cost
increases routinely occur as projects move through the design process and closer to construction. As such,
we continue to urge the MPO and MassDOT to better estimate 100% design costs when projects are
initially programmed. We also continue to encourage that when scope changes are considered for approval,
the transportation entities give consideration to the potential impacts of associated cost increases on TIP
funding and scheduling.

With limited transit resources within our suburban region, we believe the MPO should give strong
consideration to projects that offer ecofriendly alternative transportation choices for healthy lifestyles, as
well as providing multimodal connections to existing transit nodes, downtowns, and employment centers.
It is particularly important that these types of alternative transportation projects be prioritized. We
appreciate that MassDOT has chosen to fund the Bruce Freeman and Assabet River Trail projects with
statewide funds, and that they are not charged to the Boston MPO target funds. We hope that the Bond
Bill approval will result in future trail construction projects that are a priority for MAGIC communities,
including the Minuteman Bikeway Extension.

We appreciate the challenge of distributing transportation funds fairly and equitably. We support keeping
the projects included in the 2017-2021 TIP, in particular the MAGIC area priority projects summarized in
this letter.

The list of priority projects in the table below includes a key roadway project that would relieve existing
bottlenecks and improve safety, along with several projects that will improve bicycle, pedestrian, and transit
mobility within our subregion. Taken together, these priorities are essential to sustaining an equitable,
economically healthy, and environmentally responsible region. We appreciate the Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) giving strong consideration to the subregion’s priority projects.

Heidi Stucker, Subregional Coordinator
Phone: 617-933-0739
Email: hstucker@mapc.org

¢/o Metropolitan Area Planning Council
60 Temple Place, Boston, MA 02111
htto://mapc.org/magic




MAGIC Comments on FFYs 2017-2021 TIP

March 30, 2016

Page 2 of 2
MAGIC Priorities for FFYs 2017-2021 TIP
Project 1D # Municipalities
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Construction (Phase 11-B) 606223 Concord, Acton
Middlesex Turnpike Improvements, from Crosby Drive Bedford, Billerica &
North to Manning Road (Phase IIT) 029492 Burlington
Minuteman Bikeway Extension, from Loomis Street to the | 607738 Bedford
Concord Town Line '
Bruce Freeman Rail Trail, Phase 2D 608164 Sudbury

Of great importance to the MAGIC region are two additional transportation projects. The region continues
to have an interest in the Improvements & Upgrades to Concord Rotary of Routes 2, 24, and 199 (TIP ID:
602019), and it hopes that this project will become eligible for funding in the future. Additionally, the town
of Acton is advancing transportation improvements to Kelley’s Corner (TIP ID: 608229). This project
includes rehabilitation of roughly 1 mile of roadways, pedestrian and bicycle accommodations, and new
signals. MAGIC believes this to be a promising project with regional benefits. MAGIC requests that the
MPO score this project immediately and that the MPO program it in the TIP based on its score.

These projects, taken together, are essential to retaining credibility within our communities and for
promoting regionalism and sustainability. Thank you for your continued support and thank you for this

opportunity to comment.

Sincdigly,

1} ' (Ba@mmslc Chair

Littleton Town Administrator

¢/o0 Metropolitan Area Planning Council
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Heidi Stucker, Subregional Coordinator
Phone: 617-933-0739

Email: hstucker@mapc.org
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April 5, 2016

David J. Mohler

Boston Metropolitan Planning Organizaiion
State Transportation Building

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116-3968

Re: SWAP commentis on the Draft FFY 2017-2021 Transportation lmpfovemeni‘ Program

Dear Mr. Mohler cnd members of the MPO:

The SouthWest Advisory Planning (SWAP) subregion of the Meiropolitan Area Planning Council
(MAPC) wishes to present iis commenis cnd prioriiies regerding the 2017-2021 Transporiation
Improvement Program. SWAP met on February 16, 2016 and discussed the TIP at that meeting.

SWAP members understand thai transporiaiion funds in the Commonwealih are exiremely
constrained and thai disiribuiing those funds on a fair and equitable basis is a daunting task. We
strongly support the inclusion of consiruciing ramps for the Route 1A and [-495 Interchange. The
Wrentham Premium Qutlet Mall atiracts approximately 13 million visitors each year, well beyond
the interchange’s intended capacity. Further, perennial congesiion ai this interchange has hindered
economic development in this area, where prime commercial properties exist.

We very much appreciate that the MPO has programmed funding for Reute 109 in Medway in
FFY 2016. We also dappreciate ihai the signal and interseciion improvemenis on Route 135 in
Hopkinten and resurfacing & the intersection improvements on Route 16 (Main Street), from Water
Street to the Hopedadle town line are programmed for 2019.

There are several other projecis in the SWAP region with TIP [Ds that are in the pipeline. These
include projecis in Bellingham, Franklin, Hollision, Milford, Medway, and Millis. SWAP supporis
inclusion of all of these projects on the TIP. We will continue to monitor and support these projecis
are they are furiher developed.

Thank you for the opporiuniiy o provide comments. If you have any questions, please contack
Chrisiine Madore, MAPC's SWAP Coordinator, at cmadore@mapc.org, or 617.933.077 4.

Sincerely,

b LAY

Gino Carlucci, Chair
SouithWesi Advisory Planning Commiitee
Town Planner, Town of Sherborn
Ce: Sean Pfalzer via email
SWAP email list

BELLINGHAM DOVER FRANKLIN HOPKINTON MEDWAY MILFORD MILLIS NORFOLK SHERBORN  VWRENTHAM
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Three Rivers Interlocal Council Metropolitan Area Planning Council

60 Temple Place
Boston, MA 02141

April 5, 2016

Clinton Bench, Chair

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116

RE: FFY 2017 to 2021 draft Transporiation Improvement Program (TIP)

Dear Mr. Bench:

We continue to state that full completioh of the Canton Interchange Project will bring
positive economic development impacts to both small and large businesses requiring
efficient transportation to provide professional services or to accept and deliver goods.

Our four priorities for the FFY 2017 to 2021 TIP begins with our top priority, TIP
Project 602261:

1) TIP ID 602261
Reconstruction on Route 1A (Main Street), from the Norwood Town Line to
Route 27. |

2) TIP ID 606130
Intersection Improvements at Route 1A & Upland Road/Washington Street &
Prospect Street/Fulion Street.

3) TIP ID 605857

Intersection Improvements at Route 1 & University Avenue/Everett Street.

4) TIP ID 607901
Improvements along Elm Street & Rustcraft Road Corridors

Canton Dedham Dover Foxborough Medfield Milton Needham
Norwood Randolph Sharon Stoughton Walpole Westwood



We understand how the MPO may choose to advance several smaller projects spread
throughout the MPO region, rather than fund one larger project, even though all of the
projects meet MPO criteria for funding. Please reflect on this: equity will be well-served
in reversing this trend on an occasional basis. In a time frame that is appropriate, fund
the larger project on an occasional basis. We see regional equity in that action.

Regarding formal communication with the Boston Region MPO, the Three Rivers
Interlocal Council (TRIC) is composed of Canton, Dedham, Dover, Foxborough,
Medfield, Milton, Norwood, Randolph, Sharon, Stoughton, Walpole and Wesiwood.

Our top priority remains TIP ID 602261: Reconstruction on Route 1A (Main Street),
from the Norwood Town Line to Route 27.

We respectfully request that the Boston Region MPO vote to include these projects in
the FFY 2017 to 2021 TIP.

Sincerely,

Sarah Raposa, AICP, Town of Mediield
Chair, Three Rivers Interlocal Council

ce: Eric Bourassa, MAPC
Liz Dennehy, Town of Walpole; Vice-Chair, Three Rivers Interlocal Council
Thomas O'Rourke, Town of Norwood
Sean Pfalzer, CTPS
Alexandra Kleyman AICP, CTPS
TRIC Boston Region MPO TIP Coniacts
TRIC Membership

Canton Dedham Dover Foxborough Medfield Milton Needham
Norwood Randolph Sharon Stoughton Walpole Westwood
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Vice Chairman

LaBOr AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

March 14, 2016

Stephanie Pollack, Secretary

Massachusetts Department of Transportation
10 Park Plaza, Suite 4160

Boston, MA 02116

Dear Secretary Pollack:

We write today to express our continuing support for the Landham Road and Route 20 intersection
improvement project in Sudbury. You've heard from the Sudbury legislative delegation and our constituents
several times over the years about this intersection and the urgency it demands. This urgency is born from
dangers we’ve known about for a long time -- to those traveling by car, bike or foot.

Any further delays to this project endanger all who travel through the intersection, which sees a crash rate 42%
higher than the state’s average. A 2015 audit of the intersection revealed myriad issues, including excessive
speeding, poor signage, and a lack of accommodations for bicyclists and pedestrians.

With an average of 10 accidents per year, it is way past time that traffic signals were installed, along with
additional design modifications to protect people using various modes of transportation. In order to prevent
future accidents, we respectfully ask that the Boston Regional Metropolitan Planning Organization approve
funding and that the State Transportation Improvement Program give it due priority.

Sincerely,

ﬂ/ - &M 5df ( o~ % iﬁ///\

Seir, l\/llchaelJ Barrett Sen. James B. Eldridge
Third Middlesex District " Middlesex and Worcester District
pa) W~ , 7
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Rep CalmlneL Gentile
Thirteenth Middlesex District

cc:
Peter Abair
Boston Regional Metropolitan Planning Organization
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April 1, 2016

David Mohler, Chair

Baston Region Metrapolitan Planning Organization
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116

M. Mohler:

The 300 employees working in the General Dynamics Mission Systems facility located on
Rusteraft Road, Dedham, Massachusetts would benefit from the safety improvements made to the
sidewalks and other areas used by pedestrians, bicycle riders and others who commute to their
jobs. The transportation and safety improvements would also enhance the appeal of the facility
for prospective employees.

Sincerely,

Charles DeViio

General Dynamics Mission Systems — Site Manager
150 Rusteraft Road

Dedham, Massachusetts 02016
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March 30, 2016
David Mohler, Chair

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 '
Boston, MA 02116

Re: Transportation Improvements Proposed for Elm Street and Rusteraft Road
Dear David Mohler:

[ am writing in support of the transportation improvements proposed for Elm Street
and Rustcraft Road.

The Davis Companies owns and manages a large business park on Rusicraft Road.
Our tenants have approximately 915 employees, many of whom who would benefii
from new sidewalks and increased satety for pedestrians.

A number or our tenant’s employees commute by rail or bus, and this project would
benefit their safety.

People drive shoit distances in this neighborhood now because they consider it unsafe
to walk in this corridor.

Singeély,

The Davis Companies

ww.thedaviscompanies.com | Boston, MA | Norwalk, CT




AvalunBay

COMMUNITIES

March 31, 2016

David Mohler, Chair _

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116

Dear David Mohler:

I am writing in support of the transportation improvements proposed for Elm Street and Rustcraft Road. Our
company has a mulii-family residential property with 285 apartment homes housing approximately 500
residents, many of whom would benefit from new sidewalks and increased safety for pedestrians.
Additionally, many of these residents and several or our associates commute by rail or bus to and from work,
and this project would benefii their safety,

Sincerely,

Emily Carmody

AvalonBay Communities, Inc.
51 Sleeper Si, Suite 750
Bosion, MA 02210

Office (617) 654-9535
emily_carmody®@avalonbay.com

| BilSEener Siteet SUlte 750, Boston,
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Dear David Mohler:

1 am writing in support of the transportation improvements

proposed for Flm Street and Rustcraft Road. Our company, the © *
Fairfield Inn by Marriott has 48 employees and hundreds of guests. '’
weekly, many of whom who would benefit from new sidewalks . - |
and increased safety for pedesirians. A number or outr employees : |
and guests commute by rail or bus, and this project would benefit L

their safety.

Sincerely, o
DX2E > |

Rick Pacheco,

General Manager




TOWN OF ROCKLAND

Edward F. Kimball
Board of Selectmen - Chairman
Town Hall, 242 Union Street
Rockland, MA 02370

Telephone: 781-871-1874

Fax:

781-871-0386

May 18, 2016

Mr, David J. Mohler

Executive Director

Office of Transportation Planning
Massachusetts Department of Transportation
10 Park Plaza

Room 4150

Boston, MA 02116-3969

Dear Director Mohler,

The Town of Rockland urges you to provide continued support of the Route 18 Reconstruction
and Widening Project. We are concerned that funding for the project may be at risk. The failure
of this project to go forward will hurt the residents of Rockland and those of the other cities and
towns on the South Shore,

On this Thursday, May 19th, representatives from the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation (MassDOT) will make a presentation about the proposed Route 18 project at the
Boston region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) meeting. The project has been patt of
the Transportation Improvement Program’s First Tier Project list for a number of years. The
project’s last design submission cost in 2013 estimated the project at $60 million. Very recently,
MassDOT increased that estimated cost to $78M.

After the presentation, the MPO must decide whether to fully fund the Route 18 improvements,
based on the new MassDOT estimate, or to de-list Route 18 from the currently approved state
projects and reallocate those funds fo other projects around the state. The final vote on that
recommendation will take place on June 2nd.

The Town of Rockland respectfully asks that the MPO provide the financial support needed to
ensure that the Route 18 project continues to move forward,




The reconstruction and widening of Route 18 will have significant safety and economic benefits
for the people of Rockland, Weymouth, and Abington as well as for the other communities on
the South Shore. Improved signalization and the uniform widening of the road will improve
commute times and see a reduction in the number of accidents that occur along this busy
toadway. Improved sidewalks and added bike paths will also help to ensure the safety of the
residents of the area. The improved roadway will also pave the way for the proposed
development at SouthField which will have significant positive economic impacts on Rockland.

Thank you for your assistance and continued support.
Sincerely,

Edward F. Kimball
Chairman Board of Selectmen
Town of Rockland
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May 19, 2016

Mr. David J. Mohler

Executive Director

Office of Transportation Planning
Massachusetts Department of Transportation
10 Park Plaza

Room 4150

Boston, MA 02116-3969

Dear Director Mohler,

I am writing to ask for your continued support for funding of the Route 18 reconstruction and widening project.
This long-awaited project is critical to the entire South Shore region for public safety, mobility, environmental
and economic development reasons.

The TIP recognized Route 18 as one of the state highway projects that was approved, funded and ready for
construction, with a November 2013 estimate of $60 million. Recently MassDOT increased that estimated cost
to $78 million, describing the increases as fairly straightforward given the passage of time and additional
information. As the roads stand now, the area creates a chokehold on traffic flow and is detrimental to fluid
transportation in the area.

This project could provide a number of improvements to our South Shore community. The road will be widened
and signalization will be improved, improving the commute to and from areas stretching from Plymouth all the
way to Quincy, effecting majority of the South Shore area. The project will increase access to the area not just
through the widening of the road but through the construction of bike lanes and sidewalks. This project will lay
the groundwork for improving the economic vitality of the entire South Shore and better sustain our local
economy through commercial and residential development in the future. I respectfully urge you to recommend
that the funding for this critical South Shore project be continued.

Thank you for your consideration and support. Should you have any further questions please do not hesitate to
contact me at 617-722-1200.

Lo P
Sincerely,

Senator Michael D. Brady



Town of Weymouth
Massachusetts

Robert L. Hedlund
Mayor

Office: 781.340.5012
Fax: 781.335.8184

75 Middle Street
Weymouth, MA 02189

www.weymouth.ma.us

May 5, 2016

Mr. David J. Mohler, Chair

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
Central Transportation Planning Staff

Ten Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116-3968

Subject: Project No. 601630 — Weymouth — Abington — Reconstruction & Widening
on Route 18

Dear Mr. Mohler:

The Town of Weymouth requests your continued support of the Route 18 Reconstruction
and Widening Project. We wish to point out the following benefits expected to accrue
from completion of this project:

Safety: Route 18 in Weymouth contains three signalized intersections and one
unsignalized driveway location that experience much higher than State average crash
rates. Changes in signal sequence under this project will minimize or eliminate conflicts
between through and opposing left turning vehicles, which will reduce the incidence of
crashes at the signalized intersections, while geometric changes at the unsignalized
driveway will reduce the number of crashes there. Also, at several locations, clusters of
crashes occur where the road narrows from two lanes, to one, under heavy traffic.
Widening the road to a consistent two through lanes per direction will reduce the
incidence of these crashes.

Mobility: The locations where the road narrows from two lanes to one experience
significant congestion and motorist delay during peak traffic periods; this will be
addressed by widening the road to a consistent two through lanes per direction. A
decrease in carbon emissions would accompany the decrease in congestion.

Sidewalks on Route 18 are intermittent — non-existent at some locations, and in poor
condition at many others. The Project will provide full sidewalks on both sides of the
road, and all crossings will be ADA compliant. Also, 5-foot bike lanes will be provided
at most locations.



Economic Vitality: Development activity at the former South Weymouth Naval Air
Station is increasing after being slow due to the overall state of the economy.
Approximately 1 Million square feet of commercial space and over 5,000 residential
units are expected to be built there over the next ten years Failure to widen Route 18
would stifle this development and the new jobs and housing opportunities that the
development would create.

Again we request your support of this project, and we thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

g st

Robert L. Hedlund
Mayor

cc: Senator John F. Keenan
Majority Leader Ronald Mariano
Representative James M. Murphy
Chairman Michael Franey, Abington Board of Selectmen
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May 17, 2016

David Mohler, Chair

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
Central Transportation Planning Staff

Ten Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116

Subject: Project No. 601630 — Reconstruction & Widening of Route 18
Dear Mr. Mohler,

I write to register my strong and continued support for the Route 18 Reconstruction and
Widening Project, and request the continued support of you and the members of your board. This
project has been a critical priority for my district and the entire region for many years and the
completion of it would bring a number of significant benefits to the area and the Commonwealth.

A porttion of this project has already been completed, with improvements and upgrades made to
the design of five intersections along this section of Route 18. As you know, the remaining
proposed project will address the actual widening and roadway improvements to the segments of
road between those intersections, specifically Route 18 from Highland Place in Weymouth
southbound to the intersection of Route 139 in Abington.

This is an area which experiences significant congestion on a consistent basis, with traffic
backing up for miles during daily peak traffic periods. By widening the road to a consistent two
lanes in each ditection, this congestion will be significantly decreased, which will bring with it a
decrease in carbon emissions. The proposed increase in roadway capacity will also enhance
safety for pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers. Additional improvements to the signalized
intersections will reduce the number of crashes at those locations, and clusters of crashes that
now occur during heavy traffic at locations where the road narrows from two lanes to one will be
eliminated. Full sidewalks, which are currently intermittent and non-existent at some locations,
will be included on both sides of the road, along with 5-foot bike lanes at most locations.

In addition to the benefits this project will bring to residents of the region, it will also have a

significant impact on the economic competitiveness of the region. The project is vital to all
existing businesses and commercial development in South Weymouth, Abington and Whitman

wLovas sta



as well as to the ongoing and increasing development activity at Southfield, the mixed-use
community taking hold at the former South Weymouth Naval Air Station. That location is
expected to see over 5,000 residential units and 1 million square feet of commercial space
developed over the next several years. The widening of Route 18 is critical to allowing the recent
momentum seen at that development to continue, and not doing so would cripple the ability to
attract commercial tenants to the space.

I appreciate the past support for this project and again request your continued support at this
stage to advance this critical regional priority which will improve the quality of life for residents
and the economic climate for businesses south of Boston.

Thank you for your consideration and please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to
discuss further.

Sincerely,

RONALD-MARIANO
State Representative

Third Norfolk District

CC:  Secretary Stephanie Pollack, MassDOT
Mayor Robert Hedlund
Senator Patrick O’ Connor
Senator John Keenan
Representative James Murphy
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